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Make the most of those hot summer days 

with the Outback Jupiter 3 Burner Hooded 
Gas BBQ with Propane Regulator in Red. 

The alfresco enthusiast who wants to have 

the very latest barbeque with a   modern 
design, and high tech appeal will love this 

product. Blending into any outdoor setting 
this fantastic BBQ features a roasting hood 

with cabinet in striking red as well as a 

stainless steel control panel. The 3 cast 
iron burners will ensure your food is well 

cooked, whilst the 2 grills and griddle set 

provides chef with multiple cooking options 
to rustle up a feast 
RRP - Ã399.99 

OUR PRICE - Ã259.99 

SAVE Ã140! 
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Dear All, 
I am sure that everyone is looking forward to the warmth and blue skies of  summer, but even 
though memories of the óBeast from the Eastô and storm óEmmaô  may have faded lets not forget 
the tremendous effort that many people  went to in order to assist those in need at such a critical 
time. Whilst  stranded at home watching the snowfall and marvelling at its beauty I read a poem, 
so apt for the rural areas who were suffering from the effects of the weather and I have featured it 
on page 12. I hope you enjoy it! 
 
A reminder for all readers  - if you know of anyone that would like to advertise in the magazine 
please ask them to contact  Withingtonmagazine@gmail.com. Please remember to send in your 
birthday/anniversary greetings, items wanted or for sale, ideas of places to visit and any other     
relevant items. 
 
In the meantime enjoy the lighter evenings and hopefully the warmer weather.  
 
Best wishes, 
Margaret Thompson. 
Editor 
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St. Peterõs Church News 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM 19th APRIL until end of SEPTEMBER 

EVERY THURSDAY IN WITHINGTON 
CHURCH 10am -12noon 

Come and enjoy a cup of coffee, some naughty 
cake and a chat with friends and neighbours. 

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE. 

Withington Church Clock 

   Withingtonõs churchõs clock has been chiming out hourly 

   day and night over the village for more than a hundred  

   years. The chimes are appreciated and noted by many 

   local residents. I know this by the people who tell me, 

   on the odd occasion when the clock stops, that they 

   miss the chimes.  Until 2014 this could only happen by a 

   person climbing the narrow stone steps of the  

   medieval spiral staircase in the church tower every six 

                                                    days in order to wind the mechanism. 
 

In 2014 the PCC reached the decision that an Automatic winding mechanism and regulator 
should be attached to the clock to save it having to be wound by hand. We approached 
Richard White Clocks in Leicester who supplied us with the mechanism and appropriate  

instructions! 
 

The church is indebted to Iain Skinner, a local resident and Minister of Hereford      
Methodist church, for carrying out the installation and in addition, with the help and     

support of Richard White, maintaining the clockõs performance for the last 3 years. 

However, Iain is a very busy man and would be delighted to talk to any engineer or       

electrician, with, as an extra bonus, an interest in historic buildings, who might be          
interested in finding out more about the clock and its mechanism and possibly assist Iain 

in the clockõs relatively simple maintenance. 
 

If you would like to know more please contact me in the first instance. 

marciahopkins34@gmail.com 850933 
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St. Peterõs Church News 

 

                                                 GETTING CONNECTED  

ST. PETER'S CHURCH WITHINGTON FIT FOR THE 21st CENTURY 

On January 17th the Diocesan Advisory Committee Board approved our plans to connect to 

water, install all purpose WC and Kitchen -  all at the back of the church behind existing 

screen. All plans and specifications are now displayed at the back of the church for all to 

see.  The church is open every day between 10am - 3pm. We are now at the stage of           

approving a contractor. 

ADVANCE NOTICE:  

You are INVITED TO A LAUNCH OF AN APPEAL TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THIS  PROJECT 

on Wednesday 9th May, 7pm in Withington Church 

The Church Clock 

You may have noticed that the church clock has not been behaving very well recently......... 
striking the wrong hour sometimes, and showing the wrong time. 

The new electric mechanism is not at fault, but the mechanical clock workings are rather 
gummed up and need servicing. This will be taken care of soon by a clock repairer. 
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St. Peterõs Church News 

Dear Friends, 

Easter is a time of fresh starts and new beginnings.  Eastertide lasts for 50 daysð40 days from Easter Day 

until Ascension, and then a further 10 days until the festival of Whitsun or Pentecost, when the church 

celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit and its birthday!  This is also a time of fresh starts and new            

beginnings for me too as this will be last letter I write to this august publication as Curate of the 

Bartestree Cross Group of Churches.  As I wrote in the last edition, I have been appointed Rector of the 

Maund Group of Churches and will take up this post on 2nd July.  My final service in this group will be 

on 10th June at Withington Church at 11am, followed by a lunch at Withington Village Hall.  All are 

most welcome to both events. 

It seems like only yesterday that Rosie, Jack and I moved in to Withingtonðopposite the village shop, in 

the centre of things!  So much has happened in the intervening time, we have met so many people and 

been blessed by the birth of our second son, Ben.  So it is with mixed emotions that we will be leaving the 

village in June to take up residence in Bodenham.  Weôd like to thank everyone who has made us so    

welcome and shared their lives with us over the past three years.  It has been a wonderful place to train for 

ministry.  I will particularly miss going into school and taking assembliesé never quite sure what        

answers may come up, but always with a very friendly welcome! 

Yet, nothing in life remains the same, the message of Easter is that things have to be laid down, for God 

to give the new and unexpected gifts.  His work of transformation cannot happen unless we are willing to 

change.  So if you do see me, Rosie, or the boys around, do stop to wish us well: we really have enjoyed 

every minute of our time here with you.  Thank you! 

Wishing you every blessing 

Paul 



7 

 

Westhide  

Withington Gardening Club  

Elizabeth Byworth Charity  

The Trustees meet quarterly (March, June, September and December). 

Next meeting 13th June 2018 

 

If you are under 25 and live in Withington,  Westhide or Eau Withington and would like some   

assistance with purchasing  books,  equipment,  tools,  educational visits, uniforms, etc.  please    

contact me at the address below.  APPLICATIONS should be made in writing stating name, age and 

approximate cost of items required and sent to: 

 

Clerk to the Trustees, Margaret Soutar,  3 Duke Street, Withington.  HR1 3QD   or email:                

Margaret.soutar@btinternet.com 

Hi All 

Hope you are already for planting season now the snow has disappeared - we hope!! 

Up and coming events 2018 

April 18th         AGM incorporating Fun Quiz and Plant Sale ï Start 7.30pm 

May 16th Garden Visit Middle Hunt House, Walterstone   

HR2 0DY 7pm at Garden or meet at Village Hall 6pm to car share at 6pm  Cost 

Ã7.50 Including Refreshments 

June 20th Garden Visit : Rhodds Farm, Lyonshall, HR5 3LW ï 6.45pm at Garden or meet 

at Village Hall 6pm to car share 

 Ã8/ per person including refreshments 

 

Hope we will see you at one of the above events ï any details contact   Tel: 01432 850371 

Today we had our annual church tidy up and, guess what, the sun shone! Thanks to every-

one who took part. The church and environs are almost free of ivy, candle wax has been 

banished and drain pipes painted. Wonderful!!! 

Looking forward (and forgetting the dreary, wet weather of March) we will be having a 

Garden party (or Fete if you prefer) at The Brick House on Sat 7th July. Debbie and Ralph 

have kindly offered to host the event and I recommend a good look at the garden for      

inspiration. Further ahead, but still in July Bartestree Cross group will be holding the fifth 

Sunday service here. We plan to go down to Oldbury Farm (Robôs) for a short service and 

some refreshment thereafter - details to follow.  

Sadly we are having to say goodbye to our curate Paul, Rosie and the boys as Paul takes 
up his new post in Bodenham.  We feel we have prepared him well for this challenge and 
though we will miss them all wish them every blessing in their new parish. 
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Withington Group Parish Council  

Withington Group Parish Council update from the March 2018 meeting. 

Your Withington Councillors are: 

Chair: Mr Paul Bainbridge, Cllr Alison Bainbridge, Cllr Kevin Hewison, Cllr Rachael Leake, Cllr Tom 

Nellist, Cllr Bob Wood, Cllr Jonathan Beech, Cllr Martin Kirk (Footpaths Officer, Withington), Cllr    

Sarah Winwood. 

Your Westhide Councillors are: 

Cllr Ralph Barber ï Vice Chairman, Cllr Steve Scotcher, Cllr James Callow (Footpaths Officer,          

Westhide) 

Your Preston Wynne Councillors are: 

Cllr Simon Dent, Cllr Sue Rudd, Cllr Ed Simcock (Mrs Simcock is Footpath Officer, Preston Wynne) 

To be put in contact with any of the above Councillors, please contact the clerk first at:- 

wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk    

The Withington Group Parish Council held their last meeting on Thursday 15th March.  Eleven 

councillors were present and we discussed the following business: 

 We were delighted to meet PC Bart McDonagh, the local police officer for the Parishes, who came to  

introduce himself.  Comments had been made to the Council that the newly cut hedges now let dogs get 

out of the ódog walkingô area. However, the PC felt that within a few weeks the hedges would grow and 

the gaps would be filled in, so they asked for dog walkers to just keep an eye on their dogs until this    

happens. 

New web site: please do look at our new web site, https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/ , it would be 
great if you would subscribe there, and you will then get updates from the PC. 
 

Withington Group Parish Neighbourhood Plan: Your Village, Your Plan, Your Future :                 

The Parish Council approved the draft Neighbourhood Plan to go forward for Regulation 14, and it will be 

forwarded to Herefordshire Council to start this next phase. 

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan v1.7 can be found at https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/draft-
neighbourhood-plan-v-1-7/ 

Footpaths Officer; Please donôt forget that we have a grant to keep the parish footpaths clear and        

accessible, should you find broken styles or blocked footpaths, please can you let the Parish Council clerk 

know, and she can try to get the problem dealt with. 

Dates for future meetings; any member of the public can come to a Parish Council meeting, and there is 

a space early on every agenda for members of the public to ask a question or to raise a matter for the 

Councilôs consideration.  The Annual Parish Meetings and the next scheduled Parish Council meeting is 

at 7pm on the 10th May.    If you want to know more about any of these topics, do please look at our new 

website and see the draft minutes from the meeting. They can be found at https://

withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/council-business/ 

Thank you. 

Mrs Sophie Glover, wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk    

mailto:wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk
https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/
https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/draft-neighbourhood-plan-v-1-7/
https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/draft-neighbourhood-plan-v-1-7/
mailto:wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Images of Withington  

Above: Withington War Memorial 1937  

Withington, dated 1910 but possibly later. Source: Hereford/Herefordshire Remembered 
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Memories by Bryan Davies   

 

LIVING IN THE 1500S  

 
 
Life today can be tiresome despite all the modern aids we have to see us through our daily routines. 
Spare a thought however for those who lived over 500 years ago. 
Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May and they still smelled  pretty 
good by June. However since they were starting to smell, brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the 
body odour. Hence the custom today of the bride carrying a bouquet. 
Baths consisted of a big tub full of hot water. The man in the house had the privilege of the nice, clean 
water, followed by all the other men in the house, sons etc. They were followed by the women and     
finally the children. Last of all the babies were washed by which time the water was so dirty you could 
lose someone in it, hence the saying, óDonôt throw the baby out with the bathwaterô. 
Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw piled high with no wood underneath. It was the only place for  
animals to keep warm, so all cats, dogs, mice vermin etc., lived in the roof. When it rained it got wet and 
slippery and sometimes the animals would slip off the roof, hence the saying, ôItôs raining cats and 
dogsô. There was nothing preventing anything from falling into the house. This posed a real problem in 
the bedroom where bugs and other droppings could mess up your lovely, clean bed. Hence a bed with 
posts and a sheet over the top giving some protection. Thatôs how four poster beds came in to existence. 
The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt ï hence the saying, óDirt poorô. The 
well off had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet so they spread thresh (straw) on 
the floor to keep their footing. As the winter wore on they added more and more thresh until when you 
opened the door the thresh would start slipping outside, so they placed a piece of wood in the entrance 
way. Hence a threshhold.  
In those days they cooked in the kitchen with a large pot hanging over the fire. Every day they lit the fire 
and added things to the pot, mostly vegetables as meat wasnôt readily available. They would eat the stew 
for dinner, leaving the remainder in the pot to get cold overnight and they would then start again the   
following day. Hence the rhyme, óPease porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine 
days old. 
Sometimes they would obtain pork which made them feel quite special. When visitors arrived they 
would hang up their bacon to show it off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could ï bring home the    
bacon. They would cut off a little to share with guests and they would all sit around the table and, óChew 
the fatô. 
Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some of the lead to 
leach on to the food causing lead poisoning death. This happened mostly with tomatoes, so for the next 
400 years or so, tomatoes were considered poisonous. Bread was divided according to status. Workers 
got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle and the guests got the top, or the óUpper 
Crustô. 
Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would sometimes knock the óimbibersô out 
for a couple of days. Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and would prepare them 
for burial. They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would gather 
round and eat and drink waiting to see if they would wake up. Hence the custom of, óHolding a Wakeô. 
Folks would run out of burial space, so they would dig up coffins and would take the bones to a bone 
house and re-use the grave. When re-opening these coffins, one out of twenty five coffins had scratch 
marks on the inside and they realised that people had been buried alive, so  then they would tie a string 
to the wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a bell. Some-
one would have to sit out in the graveyard all night, (the graveyard shift) to listen for the bell; thus, 
óSomeone could be saved by the bellô or 
 was considered a, ôDead Ringerô. 
 
Now thatôs the truth. Who said that history was boring! 
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Local History be Laureen Willmott  
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