Withington Parish
Magazine
July - August 2015
Issue 5
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MOSAIC SOLAR LIGHTS

ONLY £2.49
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1L SHRUBS
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£23.99

3 FOR
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FROM £1.99

ONLY 2 MILES OUT OF HEREFORD
FIND US AT: WHITESTONE, HEREFORD, HR1 3RX
TEL 01432 850009
OPEN EVERYDAY

MON-SAT 9AM-5PM

SUNDAYS 10.30AM - 4.30PM
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Introduction
Dear Reader,
I am pleased to advise you that the magazine has recently benefitted from a legacy of £250.00 from
the late Dorothy Fair who lived in the village. This was a most generous act by Dorothy and highlights the importance of the magazine and the value that local people put on such publications. Please
be assured that all the money is invested for printing further issues and that no expenses are deducted.
Only a few weeks are left before the school holidays and if you refer to the Have Your Say page you
will find something for children to explore right on their doorstep!
Enjoy the summer days as by the time the next issue is produced it will be Autumn.
Best wishes,
Margaret
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St. Peter’s Church News
The Organ
We have now received a full report on the restoration works needed on the fine 110 year old
Ingram organ. The report has gone to the Diocese as part of the application for a Faculty,
necessary before any fund raising or works can proceed.
If all goes to plan the main restoration will be carried out in July 2016. Meanwhile some
urgent necessary work on the organ will be done in June this year. The church will be applying for funding for the cost of restoration which will be around £7,000.

The Church Refurbishment
In the last months the small reordering group have met with three different architects to listen
to their views and discuss ways in which the church can become a facility for worship and for
community activities with required facilities. At the moment there is no running water laid
onto the church therefore no lavatory or kitchen facilities. Both necessary for weddings,
baptisms, messy church, concerts and social or fund raising activities. When we have chosen
an architect and preliminary plans have been drawn up we will consult with you the local
community and ask for your views, opinions and suggestions.

Flower Arranging
If anyone loves arranging flowers or perhaps is doing a flower arranging course and needs
practice, would you consider providing two small displays in the church twice a year. We
have recently lost some of our regular flower arrangers and so are looking for others to
replace them.

Lesson Reading
If you like reading aloud and love the beauty and poetry of words, we need people to read the
lessons on a Sunday. There is a six month rota and you would be able to choose how often or
little you read.
If you would like to discuss any of the items above contact Marcia Hopkins 850933
marciahopkins34@gmail.com (PCC Secretary).

A Big Welcome

to Paul Roberts (our new curate for the Benefice), his wife Rosie
and son Jack. They will be living in The Beeches on Withies Road opposite the shop.
Paul will be playing the organ and Rosie performing as a soloist in a concert in Weston Beggard
Church on Sat 21st June. All Welcome.
Paul will be ordained in Hereford Cathedral on Sunday 5th July (10.30am), and will be welcomed to our Benefice at a special service in Withington Church at 6pm....... followed by a
bring and share supper. Please come!
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St. Peter’s Church News
Messy Church Outing to Clearwell Caves
Thursday July 2nd. Leaving the Village Hall at 3.30pm

If you are not already registered to join us, get a form from Jane or one of the leaders.
We had a great time in May, on the topic of Jesus out on the Sea of Galilee when a terrible
storm blew up. This presented wonderful craft opportunities and songs, and some valuable
time for thoughts.
Our meal was sausage boats with sails in a sea of spaghetti hoops!
Messy Church is for children up to top Juniors who are accompanied by their adults. We
hold it in the Village Hall as it has the necessary facilities. Hopefully we will one day have
the proper facilities in church!
It is usually on a Thursday afternoon after school, once every half term.
Come and join us in the Autumn and have a fun time....with lots to do! We will be doing all
sorts of crafts as well as story time and singing. There will be refreshments afterwards for all.
Look on the church website under St Peter’s Withington for photos of our meetings.
www.bartestreecross.org ( under St Peter’s, Withington.)

Thank you Gwen & Bob
For more years than we can remember Gwen and Bob have run whist drives in the
village, raising funds for both the church and the Village Hall, and providing a community
service. Over time these regular events have brought in thousands of pounds. Well Done,
Gwen and Bob. Our village life has been enhanced by your contribution. Sadly Gwen finds
she is unable to continue, and needs increasing help at home, with Bob of course her mainstay. We are so grateful for all your work over the years and wish you both well.

Volunteers Needed to run Whist Drives
The whist players of the area (all around the villages and Hereford) are a keen bunch,
most of senior years! Some play almost every day of the week in different venues. Over
the years, Thursdays have become established as the Withington evening.
If you think you might like to benefit the community by organising or helping with the
whist in Withington, there are materials available here already, and some of the former team may be
willing to continue helping.
Contact Ruth or Kevin on 01432 850074 for more details.
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St. Peter’s Church News
Dear Friends
It might seem as if church buildings stay the same but, just as the world moves on and evolves,
so do our churches. If our churches are going to remain relevant to the generation they serve
then they need to adapt to meet the needs of those who use them.
Whilst we are custodians of beautiful buildings hundreds of years old, none of them look as they
did when they were built, they have already been adapted and changed over the years. When
our churches were built they would have been used for all sorts of community events as well as
worship — markets, social gatherings — and there wouldn’t have been any pews, these were
introduced by the Victorians! People would have been able to mingle freely and there would
only have been seats around the walls for the elderly and infirm (which is where the saying ‘go
to the wall’ comes from).
In St Bartholomew's, Westhide, we recently moved the pulpit which had originally been placed
in an awkward position during Victorian times because of having to avoid a stove. We are
about to re-order the chancel to make the space more organised and use-friendly and just a few
years ago the tower was re-ordered to make a space for social events.
In St Peter’s, Withington, we are planning a project to make our building more suitable for 21st
century use by building a toilet and kitchen, levelling the floor, improving the heating and lighting and re-ordering the seating. This will enable us to use the church for many more things, to
give it better disabled access and to make it more flexible, warm and welcoming.
This is a huge task and will require lots of effort but the Parochial Church Council is fully behind the project. However, we do need help. Can you help us with this? Have you got skills
that you can use? We need lots of help with planning the scheme, applying for grants, supplying
materials, providing practical help etc.
If you can offer your services in any way we’d love to hear from you. It is vital that we create a
building that will secure the future of our church into the next century so that in years to come
our sons and daughters can still be married there, our loved ones can be buried there and people
of all generations can worship there.
Best wishes
Jane
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St. Peter’s Church News

Fundraising Programme for Charities and Church 2015
We aim to raise money for various Charities as well as for St Peter’s Church, which needs money
for both routine maintenance and to update its facilities. We are still hoping to add further events.
Strawberry Tea............................................................................Sun 26 July
Ride & Stride (sponsored cycling or walking)............................Sat 12 September
Macmillan Coffee Morning................................................ ........Fri 25 September
Harvest Lunch after the Festival Service.....................................Sun 18 October
Quiz Night....................................................................................Sat in November
For further details, please contact Ruth 01432 850074, or Margaret 01432 850448
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Village Hall
WITHINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Chairman: Kevin Hewison. 850074

Secretary: vacant

Booking Secretary: Kathy Fields. 851001
SOLAR PANELS have been installed at the Village Hall. Did you notice these being installed
the week before May Bank Holiday? The work was done by Solarkinetics of Fownhope.
The Village Hall committee believe that they will pay for themselves within 5 years and help
to reduce our running costs – an even greener hall than before! Hopefully this may help us
to maintain our hiring costs or keep any future rises to the minimum. Are the panels flat or
curved? What do you think?
THANK YOU to Steve Caine who has been our Secretary for over 6 years. We will miss
your presence on the committee and the valuable contribution you have made to the smooth
running of the hall.
WHIST DRIVES. Unfortunately Gwen Wanklyn has had to stop running the regular whist
drives for the village hall. She has been running these every month since the new hall
opened in 1999 (and before that in the old hall). The monies raised have helped to fund the
running of the hall – THANK YOU GWEN (and Bob who assisted her). There is an
opportunity for others to take on this role – contact Kevin Hewison if interested.
210 Club. Thank you to all the 210 ticket buyers for this club. The winning numbers for
months from April to June are as follows;.
April
1

No 85

Sarah Rowberry

2

No 105

Mr & Mrs Howe

3

No 96

Tess Gibbons

4

No 157

June Milton

May
1

No 136

Kay Davies

2

No 89

Mr& Mrs Rowberry

3

No 135

Raymond Highley

4

No 68

Mike & Sharon Shaw

June
1 No 37

Victoria Preece

2 No 172

Paul Winter

3 No 125

Adam Stokes

4 No 143

Marcia Hopkins
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Village Hall
COMMITTEE – we would welcome any new people on our Management Committee; if
interested please contact the Chairman, Kevin Hewison
Hall Regular Activities:
Monday:

7.00 – 10.00pm Gateway Bridge Club (1st, 3rd and 5th)

Tuesday:

9.30 - 10.30am

Pilates

6.30 – 8.30pm

Dog/Puppy training

Wednesday:

10.00 – 11.30am Little Notes Music Club
6.30 – 9.30pm

Slimming World

7.30 - 9.30pm

Gardening Club (3rd )

Thursday:

10.00 – 11.30am Little Notes Music Club

Friday:

6.30 – 8.00pm

Youth Club (every fortnight)

Herefordshire Careline
Herefordshire Careline - Help at the push of a button
Herefordshire Careline can give you or your loved ones the reassurance and peace of mind that if
you require help, it is not far away!
Careline is a 24-hour personal emergency response service, based in Hereford, which is connected
to your home through an alarm unit linked to your telephone line. In times of need, help is just the
push of a button away!
Our alarms are connected to our friendly operators who are on hand to answer your calls instantly
and get you the help you need. The service helps people to continue to live independently in their
own homes. We have lots of products to choose from including pendants, watches and sensors.
The Careline service can cost you as little as 58p per day. In addition, we can also offer you our
Mobile Responder Service, a personal onsite visit when you activate your Careline alarm - for an
additional 36p per day.
For more information please speak to our Careline team on 01432 384100.
Herefordshire Careline is run by the Independence Trust, part of the Herefordshire Housing Group.

9

Gardening Club

WITHINGTON GARDENING CLUB NEWS
July 15th

Visit to the Old Rectory, Thruxton

2 Acre formal garden, long borders stocked with shrubs, unusual perennials, roses, gazebo, woodland borders and vegetable parterre.
Meet at Village Hall . Car Share 6.30pm . Entry £4
August 19th

Visit to Wyevale Nurseries , Stretton Sugwas Road (Not Wyevale G C)

Meet at Village Hall 5.30pm to Car Share or at the Nursery 6pm
September 9th The Winter Garden – Landscape & Plants by Marion Stainton
7.30pm Village Hall
Hope we will see new and current members we are a small friendly informal club.
Contacts: Debbie Barber 01432 853086 or Diane Barber 01432 85037

ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 18
Apes - Shrewdness

Gorillas - Whoop
Hippopotami - Bloat

Caterpillars - Army
Cheetahs - Coalition

Kangaroos - Mob
Mice - Mischief

Dolphins - School
Doves - Plague

Owls - Parliament
Porcupines - Prickle

Eagles - Congregation
Elephants - Crash

Puppies - Puddle

Foxes - Skulk

Vulture - Committee
Wolves - Pack

Giraffes - Kindergarten
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Local History

JOHN PHILLIPS 1676 - 1709
The famous poet John Phillips was the grandson of
the vicar of Lugwardine and the family estate was at
Withington Court close to the village church. The
Phillips’ family were Royalists during the English
Civil War.
Phillips was a studious lover of the countryside but
had a very delicate constitution. He studied natural
history at Christ Church College, Oxford, where he
excelled at botany. His most acclaimed poem was the
rural commentary called Cyder, written in 1708. The
work champions his royalist friends, his native land
and Herefordshire in particular, using national history
sketches and an intimate knowledge of apples and
cider making. He extols the virtue of drinking cider
for medicinal purposes because it was thought to help
combat the onset of black bile and melancholy.
Philips was described as ‘reserved and quiet among strangers yet charismatic among his
friends’ died aged 32 after a winter bout of asthma. He is buried in the North Transept of
Hereford Cathedral and a white marble monument commemorates him in Poet’s Corner in
Westminster Abbey.

Recipes
Eton Mess
Serves 4

1.

Puree half the strawberries. Chop the remaining strawberries, reserving four for decoration.

2.

Whip the double cream until stiff peaks
form, fold in the strawberry puree and
crushed meringue. Fold in chopped strawberries.

3.

Spoon equal amounts of the mixture into
four cold wine glasses. Serve garnished with
the remaining strawberries and a sprig of
mint.

Ingredients
500g Strawberries, hulls removed
400 ml double cream
3 ready made individual meringue nests,
crushes
Sprigs of fresh mint to garnish
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Preston Wynne
Hello Everyone,
We do hope you are enjoying your Summer; whizzing by isn’t it! As we write at the end of
May the weather is decidedly cool with a sharp northerly breeze, warm sunshine and very
mixed - making layers the best way to go when deciding what to wear – now then, does the
old adage “ne’er cast a clout ‘til May be out” refer to the month or the tree? Who knows?
(oh, alright then who cares!). Although by the time you read this the blossom will be over,
it really has been amazing this year – a very good growing year thus far all round. Talking
of which the churchyard is very much in need of some TLC, our stalwart churchyard strimmer-wielders finding it very difficult to fit this extra chore into busy lives so if there is anyone out there who could help out a bit we would be extremely grateful. Whilst on the topic
of the Church here in Preston Wynne, the numbers of our regular Church goers are
dwindling, and we don’t want to play the guilt card but maybe a gentle reminder is in order
to ensure that the Church can be there for us for those major Services we all need from time
to time your company and support in the interim is invaluable. Help would also be very
welcome for volunteers to go on to the cleaning and flower rota. This involves cleaning the
Church and doing the flowers twice during the month on the second and fourth Sunday.
We have found that if the flowers are conditioned shop-bought they will last for the second
Service in the cool Church and just need “titivating”. Please phone Pat on 820648 or Tricia
on 820650 if you feel you can help out at all.
CHURCH NEWS
Services
July 12th H,C. at 8.00 am

July 26th Family Service 9.30 a.m

Aug 9th H.C. at 8.00 a.m

Aug.23rd Family Service at 9.30 a.m

The Church 100 Club draw took place at the A.G.M of the Hall on May 1st,
1st Shelley Ford No.62 £50

2nd Jason & Darren Ford No.49 £25 ;

3rd Ken Ford No. 79 £12.50

Congratulations to the lucky winners (Note the long arm of co-incidence at work again here
– we were all present when on one occasion Ken Ball who had just won 1st prize pulled
out wife Judith’s number when asked to draw the next number at a Pub Night!)
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Preston Wynne
CLEANING AND FLOWER ROTA FOR CHURCH 2015/16
Jun – Pat Simpkin

Dec – (No flowers)

Jul- Helen Powell

Jan – Tricia Ford

Aug – Patsy Marson

Feb – (No flowers)

Sept- Diana Dent/Tessa Kirby

Mar

Oct – (Harvest) P.C.C.

Apr – Pat Simpkin

Nov – Patsy Marson

May -Hilary Jones

“

“

WHIST DRIVES ARE HELD AT BURLEY GATE HALL EVERY 4TH MONDAY
AT 7.45 PM £2 ENTRY TO INCLUDE GAME WITH EXCELLENT PRIZES AND
REFRESHMENTS.

Hall News
Come and try a game of carpet bowls at the Pub Night on Saturday July 18th from 7.30 pm.
Bowls provided or bring your own
Prize bingo
Held every 3d Tuesday in the month in the Hall, eyes down 8.00 pm

Finally, a reminder of the PRESTON WYNNE AUTUMN FLOWER AND PRODUCE
SHOW which will be held in the Hall on September 5th. This is a great Show for all ages
and abilities. Entries to the Hall by 11.30 a.m,
Open to the Public at 2.30 p.m and Auction at 3.00 p.m
That’s all for now folks!
See you in two months,
Love Hilary and Tricia
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Westhide
News from Westhide
The end of May is tempting us with glorious warm. sunny days only to plunge us back to
rain and cold winds. The countryside is bursting into bud and leaf and drifts of Queen
Anne's lace and wild flowers are shooting up in the lanes. How lucky we are to live in
peaceful and beautiful Westhide.
Plans are afoot to hold a barbeque/ fun evening at the Old
Vicarage, by kind permission of Mike and Gill Rowlett.
on August 22nd. Please keep this date free.
Other dates for your diaries are:"Ride and Stride" sponsored bike ride or walk in aid of our church and Hereford Historic
Churches Trust on Saturday 12th September. Please take part or sponsor one of our riers.
See Judith Howe for information and sponsorship forms.
H.Art week exhibition of glass engraving (Jan Studerus), hand painted ceramics (Rachel
Fenton), paintings and photographs ( Jo Canton Smith) and watercolours ( Robin Peers),
all local artists. 12th-20th September in the Church.
We will be holding a Silent Auction to be displayed in the Church during H.Art week.
We need offers and ideas for promises - large or small or comic - please contact Robin.
Westhide Concert will be on September 19th. Star attractions will be "Key Green", a
brother and sister duo who play blues/jazz and accompany themselves on saxophone and
guitar. Hopefullly they will be joined by Paul and Rosie - our new Curate and wife, both
very talented musicians.
Congratulations to Geoff and Abi who are getting married in August in Westhide
Church.
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A profile of : Paul Roberts

Paul Roberts was born in Worcester and grew up in Malvern. However, his mother’s family
come from Ledbury and having spent twelve years playing the organ at Cradley then Bosbury
Church he feels that moving to Withington will “feel like coming home.”
For the past two years he has lived with his wife Rosie at Ripon College Cuddesdon, where
Paul has been training to be ordained in the Church of England. The college is just outside
Oxford and has nearly 250 full-time and part-time students in training for the priesthood.
Paul describes his time here as “challenging, but hugely rewarding.”
Paul and Rosie met in Dublin in 2008 while Rosie was singing at Christchurch Cathedral;
they were married at Bosbury Church in 2011 and in May 2014, on the morning of a New
Testament exam, their son Jack was born.
Before training Paul worked as a planning officer for Malvern Hills District Council and was
the organist and choirmaster at Bosbury. However, he felt strongly that he was being called
by God to become more involved in the church. To begin with this led to him joining in with
church initiatives in the Bosbury and the Hop Churches group, but with each step closer to
God, the call became stronger: he felt that he might be being called to the priesthood. After
exploring this strange thing the church calls ‘vocation’ he was recommended for training and
in his own words is “really excited be help God’s love to be known in the world.”
Paul loves to spend time with his family and his interests include music making, history – in
particular the First World War – and walking. If he gets round to getting his bike fixed, you
may even see him cycling around… doing his best to avoid too many hills!
Paul and Rosie are really looking forward to meeting people in the five parishes that make up
the Bartestree Cross group. Please do introduce yourself if you see him. He has promised to
do his best to learn everyone’s name, but please do be patient with him! He will be ordained
a deacon by the Bishop of Hereford at the Cathedral on 5th July. The service begins at
10.30am and all are welcome.
(Paul and Rosie’s address is The Beeches, Withington, Hereford, HR1 3PX.
Email: revdpaulroberts@gmail.com)
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Have Your Say
Your Letters, Views and Comments.
Dear Margaret,
Firstly, thank you for following on from Bryan Davies and producing the first class
Withington News
I was particularly interested in the local history feature in the No. 4 issue, Beating The
Bounds
Your readers may be interested to know that there is a large old red sandstone buried
under a hedgerow at the point where the parishes of Weston Beggard, Westhide and
Withington meet.
Then through Withington Coppice is a man made ditch along the parish boundary and
ancient oak trees indicate the line.
When next in Hereford look for more proof of parish lines. In St. Owen Street, a few
steps from the Town Hall on the wall on both sides of the road are roundels SOP & SPP
the old line between St.Owen’s Parish and St. Peter’s Parish.
Keep up the good work.
Best wishes ,
John Dawson
…………………………………...
A resident of Withington has requested that we should acknowledge the efforts
of Mike Chandler, who was previously the village postman. Mike has now
completed 15 London Marathons to raise funds for The Haven charity and this
year raised £20,039.25 which equates to £765 per mile!
In total Mike has raised the grand sum of £272,000. A tremendous effort.
……………………………………...
A letter from Gwen:
Unfortunately the Whist Drives at Withington Hall have finally come to an end
after many, many years. So many people have helped me during that time.
Those who have given donations, prizes etc. or others who have got the room
ready each week or have stood in to help when needed. Too many to name
personally but a very special thank you must go to Sheila and Margaret who
have been there for me throughout all the years also Bob for all his help.
Thank you so much everyone, I really appreciate all your help.
Gwen.

Send your details to withingtonmagazine@gmail.com
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Nature

BEES
Did You Know?
There are over 25,000 species of Bee! 250 of these live in
Britain, and 4000 in the US. All of these come under the ‘SuperFamily’ Apoidea, which is split into 9 families, as follows:

Apidea - Including Honey Bees and Bumblebees

Megachilidae - Solitary Bees, such as Mason and Leafcutter


Andrenidae - Mining bees. Includes Adrena, which contains 1300 species!



Colletidae - over 2000 species, including Plasterer and Yellow Faced



Halictidae - Known as Sweet Bees. Can Be Red, Yellow or even Green!



Melittidae - A small family of Bees from Africa, contains around 60 species



Meganomiidae - Another small African family, around 10 species



Dasypodaidae - Yet another African group, around 100 species



Stenotritidae - Austrailian Family, around 21 species. Originally part of Colletidae

Unfortunately, we are losing bees at an alarming rate. Possible reasons include the loss of
flower meadows, the crab-like varroa mite that feasts on their blood, climate change, and
use of pesticides. Without bees, we will struggle to sustain a large population, as the plants
that they pollinate would die out, causing the animals that feed on the plants to die out, and
so on up the food chain to humans.

How Can I Help?
Many Charities exist to help increase the bee population, by buying hives and keeping
them. Donating to these charities will help the bee population survive, and eventually
thrive. For information, visit one of the following:
www.bumblebeeconservation.org
www.hireahive.co.uk
www.praisebee.org.uk
www.honeybeetrust.org
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Some groups of animals have really interesting names!
Fill in the missing gaps - Answers on Page 10
Apes: S _ rew _ness

Gorillas: Wh _ op

Caterpillars: A _ m_

Hippopotami: _ loat

Cheetahs: Coa _ itio _

Kangaroos: Mo _

Dolphins: Scho _ _

Mice: _ ischia _

Doves: _ lague

Owls: _ arlia _ ent

Eagles: C _ _ gregation

Porcupines: _ ric _ le

Elephants: C _ ash

Puppies: _ uddle

Foxes: S _ ulk

Vultures: _ ommittee

Giraffes: _ inder _ arten

Wolves: P _ _ k

FACTS AND JOKES
Q. What is light as a feather, yet nobody can hold

Venus is the hottest planet in
our solar system with a

it for more than a few seconds?
A. Your Breath
Patient: Doctor, I feel like a pair of curtains!
Doctor: Pull yourself together!

surface temperature of over
450 degrees Celsius.
….
The first man made object
sent into space was in 1957
when the Russian satellite
named Sputnik was
launched.

Knock Knock!
Who's there !
Icy !
Icy who ?
Icy you in there, open the door !
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Poetry Corner

Leisure
WHAT is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare?
No time to stand beneath the boughs,
And stare as long as sheep and cows:
No time to see, when woods we pass,
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass:
No time to see, in broad daylight,
Streams full of stars, like skies at night:
No time to turn at Beauty's glance,
And watch her feet, how they can dance:
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich that smile her eyes began?
A poor life this if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.
W. H. Davies 1871-1940
-

Only Joking!


When having their photograph taken, Victorians said ‘prunes’ rather than ‘cheese’
to make themselves look more serious



Prisoners on Alcatraz always had hot showers so they didn’t get acclimatised to
cold water and try to escape by swimming.



In the Second World War, Ribena was such an important source of vitamin C that
two fake Ribena factories were built to confuse German bombers.
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Contact Names and Telephone Numbers
Brownies

Hilary Jones

880469

Cross Keys
Gateway Bridge Club
Music Tots

Chris Corbin
Adrian Lunt
Gemma Griffiths

820616
359463
07890 1780 99

Police
Community Support

Dean Wall/Elena Ekanite

101

Royal British Legion

Brian Reader

851842

PCC Secretary
Bell Ringing

Jane Davies
Kevin Hewison
Brian Reader
Marcia Hopkins
Kevin Hewison

850244
850074
851842
850933
850074

Village Hall
Chairman
Booking Secretary

Kevin Hewison
Kathy Fields

850074
851001

WG Parish Council
Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Paul Bainbridge
Ralph Barber

850655
853068

Whitestone Chapel

Ian Porter

01981 540388

Withington Football Club
Chairman
Secretary

Steve Caine
Ray Rice

851857
850669

Withington Post Office
Withington Primary School

Diane Holloway

850356
850289

Withington Parish Magazine
Withington Village Store

Margaret Thompson

850182
851777

St. Peters Church
Rector
Church Warden
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Memories by Bryan Davies
A GOOD NEIGHBOUR

I learnt very early in life what it is like to have a good, kind and reliable neighbour.
When I was a 3 year old, my mother was widowed leaving her to bring up two young boys, my
brother (aged 10 ) and myself, on her own. Consequently my mother would sometimes rely on
the help given by kind and friendly neighbours, one in particular. Her only income was a widow’s pension of 10 shillings and sixpence a week equivalent to just over 50p in today’s money.
Wages were of course much lower in the early thirties and someone earning £3 a week was
comparatively well off.
I clearly recall how each week my mother would divide her weekly pension into small amounts
to cover the cost of the various items she needed each week such as coal, electricity, rates and
so on and place them in little jugs each hanging on hooks in the cupboard under the stairs. I
also remember doing the weekly food shopping in the corner shop, ”The Star”. The bill usually
came to about four shillings. If it came to more than that, then it would really worry her. I myself had a penny every Saturday morning when I would run to the local co-op a few hundred
yards away and buy myself two bags of sweets at a halfpenny each.
Whenever a problem occurred that my mother couldn’t deal with, I was sent to get our neighbour Dan Lewis. (Always Dan Lewis, never Dan or Mr. Lewis). On one occasion we found a
large rat in our indoor coal house, so Dan Lewis was sent for to dispose of the rodent. Then
perhaps there would be a water leak in the kitchen or something had happened in the garden
and each time Dan Lewis was sent for. He made it his duty every morning, summer and winter,
to wash the door steps (on his hands and knees) of his cottage and the three neighbouring
cottages. No one ever asked him to, but he did it.
Dan had a twelve bore shotgun and would on the odd occasion bring home rabbits or pigeons
for the pot. Sometimes he would shoot some crows and would then hang the black lifeless
forms on a pole in both his garden and in ours, to frighten off other crows as we lived on the
edge of a small wood and many rooks would build their nests there. Consequently they would
raid the gardens pecking at newly sown seed or young green shoots and generally making
themselves a nuisance.
When standing in our garden one could see clearly into Dan’s vegetable garden a couple of
doors away and it never failed to amaze me as to how perfectly kept his large veg plot always
looked. All plants such as lettuce, broad beans, peas, runner beans, potatoes and so on were in
beautiful straight lines with the soil worked to a fine tilth and not a single weed to be seen; and
this is how it was year after year.
His wife, Mrs. Lewis, would in the summertime, sit outside on the front window sill watching
the world go by, what little that passed by in our small terrace. She constantly shook from head
to toe (presumably Parkinson’s) and never spoke, but she always smiled.
Dan Lewis worked for the local council and in the summertime his main job would be to clear
the seafront, beaches, roads and the pier, of the litter disposed of by the holiday makers on the
previous day. He would start work very early each morning and by the time the first holiday
makers reached the seafront each day, the beaches etc. were litter free and looked as
immaculate as did his garden.
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Memories by Bryan Davies
During the war Dan Lewis became a Special Constable and took his duties very seriously,
even to the point of upsetting some people by his authoritarian way of dispensing the law,
but once out of uniform he became his usual kind self again. One cold and snowy night
my brother, who was in the Home Guard, detected someone moving stealthily around our
back garden. Taking his rifle to the back bedroom window he called out for the suspect to
stop (he could have been a German spy!!), but the sound of the rifle bolt loading a bullet
into the breech caused the intruder to run away, leaping over a high stone, boundary wall
and on to the road. We strongly suspected an over-zealous Special Constable who was
probably creeping around looking for an escaping glimmer of light, a very serious
offence, but no more was mentioned of the incident!
Not being the proud possessors of our own radio, Dan Lewis and his wife kindly invited
my mother and me to their house every evening to listen to the nine o’clock news after
which we would return home and I was sent immediately to bed because of the lateness of
the hour. It was the one way in which we could keep abreast of the wartime news.
The passing years saw me grow up and move away to work. Then one day, having arrived
home to visit my mother, I stood in our garden and looked over towards Dan’s garden
only to find that what had always been a superbly maintained vegetable area was now
overgrown, with weeds growing freely and last year’s dried runner beans still clinging
stiffly to their wooden supports. At the age of 86 Dan Lewis had finally harvested his last
crop and with no one to take over his once beautiful garden, mother nature was repossessing it for her own. Time has not in any way diminished my memories of him and his
selfless, helpful ways. In my bedroom stands a small framed photograph of a very proud
Special Constable taken during the war years.
The kindness shown to my mother and myself, by our neighbours and Dan Lewis in particular, has stayed with me for over seventy years. I learnt a lesson in those early years
and hopefully, perhaps in some way, I have passed it on as did our neighbours of yesteryear. Kindness shown by others is not ours to keep but must be passed on as it was in
those days of my youth.
Once an old school friend of mine (later killed in a road accident) wrote these words in
my autograph book which I still have:
Have you had a kindness shown?
Pass it on.
‘Twas not given for you alone,
Pass it on.
Let it travel down the years,
Let it wipe another’s tears,
‘Till in Heaven the Deed appears,
Pass it on.
Bryan Davies
23

For Sale / Wanted

For Sale

Sell your unwanted items
here for
£2.00 per insertion

6 matching wooden chairs
with light green fabric.
£60.00
Telephone 01432 850182
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JOHN TAYLOR
DECORATORS

Magpie Cottage
Sutton St. Nicholas
Hereford
HR1 3BT
Tel: 01432 880759
Mobile: 07500 457443
Email:
bigstrongmen@hotmail.co.uk
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HERFORD FOOT & LASER CLINIC

JOHN POTTS
PODIATRIST & CHIROPODIST
HCPC REGISTERED (NUMBER CH 19994)
* Advanced Laser Treatment for Fungal Nails & Verrucas
* Nail Surgery under Local Anaesthesia for Ingrown or Diseased Nails
* Nail reconstruction,
* Laser scanning for gait analysis for orthotics
(devices that modify the gait)
ALL ASPECTS OF FOOT CARE UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING CORNS; CALLOUS; PAINFUL
HEELS/ANKLES/LEGS & KNEES.
MODERN GROUND FLOOR SURGERY.
EASY PARKING.
01432 830787
www.herefordfootclinic.co.uk
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Max Cook
uPVC Windows
Doors & Conservatories

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF
GLAZING FENSA
REGISTERED

Handmade fine furniture, kitchens,
Conservatories, Home offices,
Bedrooms, Artisan home accessories,
doors and windows.

27 years experience
.

Misted-Up units replaced

www. designer-creations.co.uk

Call: 01432 263342

Competitive prices. Free quotations

Mob: 07867 662782

Unit 48, The Hop pocket, Bishops Frome
Worcester WR6 5BT
Tel 01885 490 326 / 07968343174
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PIED PIPER
Interested In Advertising In
The Withington Parish
Magazine?

Lakes Farm, Sutton Lakes,
Herefordshire HR1 3NS

Tel: 01432 880278
Mobile: 07869 484400
PEST CONTROL, TIMBER PRESERVATION
AND DAMP PROOFING SPECIALISTS


WASPS



RATS AND MICE



ALL CRAWLING INSECTS



MOLES



WOODWORM AND DRY ROT



DAMPROOFING

Get In Touch!
Call 01432 850182
Or Email at:
withintonparishmagazine@gmail.com

Established 1981
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HIGH SHINE
Window Cleaning
Waterfed pole system or traditional method

Accounts preparation, self assessment tax Jetwashing service for patios, paths, decking
returns, business and personal tax planning, and driveways. Improves the look of your
V.A.T, payroll and bookkeeping services property and ensures safety underfoot.

Mike Cole fcca

Call Sam Now

4 The Sheepcote, Monks Orchard, Lumber
Lane, Lugwardine, Hereford HR1 4AG

Tel: (01432) 853125
Email: info@coleaccountants.co.uk

Free Quotations

Friendly & Reliable
Great Service
Competitive Prices
Herefordshire, Worcestershire, Powys
01531 670926 / 07450 782569
Middlecourt Farm, Monkhide,
Herefordshire, HR8 2TX

PIP CLARK
LARGE AND SMALL DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
REPAIRS AND SERVICE

YOUR LOCAL SUPPLIER
OF WHITE GOODS
PRICES COMPARABLE WITH LOCAL STORES
FREE DELIVERY AND FITTING
Tel: 01568 797 365

Mobile: 07971 422034

Bowley Lane, Bodenham,Hereford
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Advance Computers
Your local solution for all of your computer needs


PC health check & Virus removal



Memory upgrades and tune up



Data retrieval



Hardware supplied and fitted on site



Desktop pc’s built to your specification



Wireless network installation
Competitive rates for all types of repairs,
hardware upgrades and software solutions.

Tel: 01432 850737
Please ask for John or Kay

SHAYNE HOGG
~Funeral Services~

We Are An Independent,
Family Run Business
72 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4 0DG

01432 341871
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WITHINGTON VILLAGE STORE
2, Meadow Close, Withington, Hereford, HR1 3RR

Tel: 01432 851777
Newspapers ~ Groceries ~ Off Licence ~ Local Produce
Frozen Foods ~ Sandwiches ~ Magazines ~
Fresh Vegetables ~ Hot Drinks ~ Friendly Staff

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Saturday 7a.m. to 10p.m.
Sunday 8a.m. to 10p.m.
We also do GAS, MEB, Phone Top-Ups and
GREAT OFFERS which change from month to month
NATIONAL LOTTERY TICKETS NOW ON SALE
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