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RADWAY BRIDGE GARDEN CENTRE
LOCAL BEVERAGES

SELECTION OF LOCAL FOOD

MOSAIC SOLAR LIGHTS

ONLY £2.49
50 SOLAR STRING LIGHTS

TAYLORS BULBS

ONLY£9.99

PANSIES/VIOLAS

FROM £2.49

ONIONS/SHALLOTS/GARLIC

2Okg SEED MIX

£2.99 FOR 6

1L SHRUBS

£3.99
£23.99

3 FOR
£10

FROM £1.99

ONLY 2 MILES OUT OF HEREFORD
FIND US AT: WHITESTONE, HEREFORD, HR1 3RX
TEL 01432 850009
OPEN EVERYDAY

MON-SAT 9AM-5PM

SUNDAYS 10.30AM - 4.30PM
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Introduction
At the time of writing this introduction we have avoided any extreme bad weather so let’s hope that it
continues for the remainder of the winter. The snowdrops and early flowering daffodils are in bloom
and the trees and shrubs are showing signs of waking from their winter sleep - spring is certainly the
season of hope and rebirth.
Don’t forget to put your clocks back one hour on 28/29th March. I am sure that we will all appreciate
the lighter evenings as they afford better opportunities for children to go outside to play and hopefully
the house-bound may not feel quite so isolated.
Many readers may be thinking about booking summer holidays and perhaps we could include a section
in future publications of recommended places to visit and stay. Please send in your suggestions!!
I am pleased to report that the Parish Council have kindly agreed to support the publication of the
Withington Parish Magazine and have donated £500 towards future printing costs. This donation will
help ensure that the magazine continues for the immediate future but we still require additional funding
for it to continue in its present format.
Easter will soon be upon us so have a good Easter break.
Best wishes,
Margaret Thompson
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St. Peter’s Church News
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Bartestree Cross Churches Service Rota March/April 2014

Sunday 1st
March

Dormington

Lugwardine

6.00 pm
Evensong

9.30 am Holy
Communion

Sunday 8th

11.00 am Family
Communion

March
Sunday
22nd
March
Sunday
29th March

9.30 am Holy
Communion
9.30 am Morning
Prayer

9.30 am Morning
Prayer

3.30 pm
Mothering Sunday
Service

9.30 am Messy
Mothering
Sunday
9.30 am Holy
Communion

7.00 pm Maundy
Thursday
Communion
2.00 pm Last
Hour Meditation

3rd April
Easter Eve

7.00 pm Easter
Eve Ceremonies

4th April
11.00 am Family
Communion for
Easter

Sunday
12th April
11.00 am Family
Communion

Sunday
26th April
Sunday
3rd May

11.00 am Holy
Communion

10.00 am United
Service for Palm
Sunday

2nd April
Good
Friday

Sunday
19th April

Withington

4.30 pm
Evensong

Maundy
Thursday

Easter Day
5th April

Weston Beggard

10.00 am
Confirmation
Service

March
Sunday
15th

Westhide

9.30 am Easter
Communion

9.30 am Family
Communion for
Easter

9.30 am Family
Service

11.00 am Family
Communion

9.30 am Holy
Communion
9.30 am Morning
Prayer

6.00 pm Evening
Prayer

11.00 am Easter
Communion

8.30 am Holy
Communion
6.00 pm Evensong

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

9.30 am Holy
Communion

9.30 am Holy
Communion
9.30 am Holy
Communion

11.00 am Holy
Communion

Midweek Communion Wednesdays 10.00 at The Vicarage
An informal Communion Service followed by coffee. ALL WELCOME
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9.30 am Easter
Communion

9.30 am Morning
Prayer

St. Peter’s Church News
WITHINGTON CHURCH REFURBISHMENT
Sadly Brian and Rita Reader are leaving us shortly as they are moving to Ledbury. Brian is Organist
and Church warden and Rita has been the Sacristan, i.e. helps to prepare the church for services and
with others looks after the ‘housekeeping’ duties as necessary. We will miss them both as individuals
but also for the parts they have played in the life of the church and community.
The Organ, which has been described as ‘very fine’ needs restoration. Currently we have
obtained three quotes for this and with the advice and guidance of Roy Massey, Organist Emeritus
Hereford Cathedral, we hope to be pursuing one of the quotes in the near future and then looking for
sources of funding to cover the restoration. If you or anyone you know would be able to play an organ, albeit unrestored, on an occasional basis for church services or would like to be involved in the
restoration process of the organ, please let us know.
As far as the general upgrading of Withington Church is concerned, we are in the process of selecting
architects to submit plans for the installation of toilet and kitchen facilities and a mezzanine floor in
the tower to accommodate the bell ringers. These added facilities mean that we will be able to offer,
as well as religious services, some of the community activities that were asked for in the recent
Church Questionnaire returns.
Brian was a member of the small reordering group so his departure means there is now a vacancy for
someone who would like to be involved in the process of the restoration of the role of Withington
Church as a vibrant, living, spiritual centre of the community for the young through to the old. You
do not need to be a regular church attender, but have a love of heritage and community with ideas and
enthusiasm for development and growth.
If this sounds like you please contact me in the first instance Marcia Hopkins:
marciahopkins34@gmail.com or 850933 PCC secretary

IMPORTANT - DATE CHANGE FOR QUIZ
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St. Peter’s Church News

Dear Friends
I find myself writing to you on the 3rd anniversary of my licensing as your rector; where have those three
years gone? In that time I have met lots of amazing people and made lots of friends. I have christened 59
adults and children, married 24 couples and conducted 65 funerals, what a privilege! One of the joys of
my job as a vicar is being able to come alongside people at some of the most important times in life . It is
so rewarding to set people out on their Christian journey when they are christened and then confirmed,
such an honour to spend time with a couple as they begin married life together and so humbling to come
alongside families as they prepare to say a final goodbye to someone they love. Recently I had the
opportunity to be part of a TV programme about life as a rural vicar but they only wanted to film me on a
Sunday which is only part of my working week. Many people quip ‘well you only work on Sundays’
which, of course is not true. The bulk of my work is actually in the week—doing school assemblies,
attending meetings, visiting the sick and housebound, conducting funerals and weddings—and much of it
with people who aren’t directly connected to any of our churches, and that’s how it should be. Our
churches are here to serve our communities and that is why at St Peter’s we are embarking on a project to
make the building more usable and welcoming by installing things like toilets and kitchens. And so, as I
look forward to the next three years, I look forward to getting to know more of you and to building more
links between our churches and the communities they serve.
Best wishes
Jane
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Withington Village Hall
www.withingtonvillagehall.org
Chairman: Kevin Hewison. 850074. Secretary: Vacant . Booking Secretary: Kathy Fields. 851001

Youth Club: Adult & Parent volunteer helpers still needed NOW. Due to the lack of Adult volunteer helpers we now can only meet every fortnight. If you can help please get in touch. Call
Kate on 07825135594
Every 2nd Friday. 6.30-7.30pm for ages 8-10rs. 6.30-8.00 for ages 11-17rs.
Feb: 13th 27th Mar 13th 27th Apr 10th 24th May 8th 22nd
Hall Regular Activities:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

Friday:

5.30 - 7.30pm – Brownies
7.00 - 10pm – Gateway Bridge Club (Alternate Mondays)
9.30 - Pilates
6.30 – 8.30pm – Dog/Puppy Training
6.30-9.30pm – Slimming World
7.30 – 9.30pm (every 3rd Wednesday in month) – Gardening Club
10.00 -11.30am – Little Notes Music Club
7.30 – 9.30pm – Village Hall Whist Drive (1st Thursday in the month)
7.30 – 10pm - British Legion Whist Drive (2nd Thursday in the month)
7.00 – 10pm – Church Hall Whist Drive (Last Thursday every other month)
6.30 - 8pm – Youth Club (Every Fortnight)

Recent 210 Club Winners:
December 2014 £100. #41 E. Soutar , £50. #143 K. Hopkins, £30. #109 Mr/Mrs Wilesmith,
January 2015

£20. #68 Michael Shaw , £10. #6 Pam Gibbs., £10. #137 Roger Williams
£10. #178 Jean Hunt

Community Support Worker
Dear Editor,
My name is Allan Holloway I have been a community First Responder/Medical First Responder in the
village for 10 years. But due to selling up and moving from the village, the village will not have a responder anymore. I hope you could put a advert in the next magazine advertising for someone to take
up this very important role.
Community First responders receive training from the Ambulance Service, then when the service receive a 999 call within 3 miles of the responders home they will be responded to assist. It is a volunteer
role with the person giving as little or as much time as they can.
If I can give you anymore information regarding this please contact me either via email or mobile
07802662691.
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Withington Fields Maintenance Committee
Every 3 months a small group of people meet to discuss the maintenance and upkeep of the
Withington Fields Play area. We do this on behalf of the local WGPC (parish council) and
have their full backing to keep this fantastic asset maintained and safe.
At present the committee consists of just of 4 people, 2 from the council and 2 from the
village football team. We really need some representation from the residents of the village
who can offer some additional and independent thoughts on how the fields should be maintained and/or developed.
Our next meeting is planned for Thursday 9th April 7.30pm at the Village Hall and it normally
last for about 45mins.
So if you think you have something to offer and can spare some of your time to attend the
meetings please come along or get in touch to discuss any concerns you may have.
Contact: Steve on 851857.

Withington Group Parish Council
Your Withington Councillors are:
Chair: Mr Paul Bainbridge. Cllrs. Alison Bainbridge, Kevin Hewison, Rachael Leake, Tom Nellist,
Rob Soutar, David Jones, Jonathan Beech, We still have two vacancies for Councillors in Withington.
Your Westhide Councillors are: Vice Chairman: Ralph Barber, Cllrs. Steve Scotcher, James Callow
Your Preston Wynne Councillors are: Cllrs. Simon Dent, Helen Jones, Ed Simcock
If you are over 18 and would like to help to make a difference to your community, we meet every other
month for two hours, would you like to consider becoming a parish councillor? If so, please contact the
Clerk (details below) and they will tell you more about it. To be put in contact with any of the above
Councillors, please contact the clerk first at:- wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk
The Withington Group Parish Council held their last meeting on Thursday 15th January 2015.
Eleven councillors were present, and two new councillors were co-opted on to the Parish Council at the
start of the meeting, we welcome Ed Simcock (for Preston Wynne Parish) and David Jones (for Withington Parish).
Neighbourhood Plan; The open session in January was fairly well attended, and the Neighbourhood
Planning group will continue working towards finalising the document.
Footpaths Officer; The Parish Council has applied for a grant to help maintain the footpaths in the parish. If you come across a particular problem with a path, please let the clerk know and she will inform
the Parish Council’s footpaths officer.
Dates for future meetings; any member of the public can come to a Parish Council meeting, and there is
a space early on every agenda for members of the public to ask a question or to raise a matter for the
Council’s consideration. If you have some thing to say, then do come to a meeting, they are in
Withington Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm. The meetings for the coming months are on 19th March,
21st May, 16th July 2015.
The Election: Please be aware that the Local and National election is on 7th May.
Mrs Sophie Glover.

wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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Withington Gardening Club
Hopefully by now we will have the worst of the winter weather behind us and enjoying all the
spring flowers.
After our February talk we should all be experts at Propagation knowing the best ways to
increase our plant stock.
On March 18th we will learn all about Fuchsias and Potted Plants. Fuchsias - beautiful plants
whether in the border, pot or hanging basket. Angela Thompson will be giving the talk.
April 15th we will be having our AGM - never a long affair. Rather than hold a plant sale this
year we have decided to hold a Bring and Buy evening. This is where learning all about
propagation in February might help as we hope to have lots of plants on the stall. Any garden
related item will also be acceptable - tools, magazines, books, pots etc.
Our programme for the coming year is finalised with a number of garden visits arranged and a
range of topics covered.
If you are interested please come along. Meetings are at Withington Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Westhide
Hopefully you all enjoyed the wonderful display of snowdrops in the church yard, with
the primroses to come. Won't be long before we have to start cutting the grass again!
Ralph will be working out the rota - and everyone will get a chance to help. The
Church Flower and Cleaning rota will also be sorted soon.
Westhide is fortunate to have the Group Service on Good Friday at 2pm. Easter Sunday
the service will be at 9.30 am. After Easter we are having a change - all Westhide services will be at 11am.
We have two new residents - Mabel and Mr Bojangles are now at the Old School House
- Judith and David's new kittens - everyone say ahhh!
There has been much speculation about the large hole outside the Old Vicarage - What
have you been up to Mike?
And the major news of the year - the road was closed for resurfacing, Well a bit of it
was done. There is much speculation on whether any more will be done this century.
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Poetry Corner
The Daffodils
1. I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host, of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
2. Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,
They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

3. The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:
A poet could not but be gay,
In such a jocund company:
I gazed--and gazed--but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:
4. For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

By William Wordsworth 1770 -1850

Funding The Magazine
The production of the Withington Parish Magazine is dependent upon paid
advertising and the support of the Parish Council.
In order to secure the continuing support of local businesses it is essential
that they feel that their investment in the magazine has been beneficial. So, if
you require a ‘tradesman’ or any other local business I appeal to you all to
look in the magazine first and if you contact any of the advertisers please
state that you saw their details in the Withington Parish Magazine. Thank you.

COACH TRIP to SCOTLAND
18TH TO 25TH JULY 2015
ENQUIRIES:
01531 640881
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Withington Group Neighbourhood Plan
Your Village, Your Plan, Your Future
At the January Parish Council meeting an update was given as to the status of the Withington
Group Neighbourhood plan and on the results of the open day held on the 10th January 2015
in Withington village Hall. We had 63 people visit the event and we asked a question after
people had reviewed the material on “Taking into account the results seem and the options
defined at a high level and supporting policies.”
Should a vote be held today would you vote? Yes or No.
The results we had was 4 for No, 29 for Yes.
All the material has been added to the web site and can be found at
http://www.withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=86&Itemid=82
Next we will be looking at the further development of the objectives based on comments received as well as the options people highlighted. The further development of policies and a
statement, describing how we want the area to be in 15-20 years’ time.
Comments as always can be given via the Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/
WithingtonGroupNeighbourhoodPlan
Should you want to get further involved, please contact one of the following people.
Sue Patmore -

email: susanpatmore1950@btinternet.com or 851710,

Jonathan Beech – Withington email: jonathandbeech@hotmail.co.uk or 07425 158191
Helen Jones – Preston Wynne email: helenjones007@yahoo.co.uk or 820322
Ralph Barber – Westhide email: ralph.barber@btinternet.com or 853086

Your Village, Your Plan, Your Future
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Withington Junior FC

Withington FC This season we have 3 teams playing in the Herefordshire Junior Leagues. We
are also running an U21 team and we hope to play in a newly formed league in the very near
future. We are currently looking to recruit in this older age category
Funding. We are always looking for local businesses to offer financial support to the club. At
present our only form of income is through player subs and through fundraising events. Kids
grow at a rapid pace and we are always looking towards the future and the supply of kits and
training gear. If you can help please get in touch.

Forthcoming Withington FC fixtures:
Please come along and support the youngsters. We will be supplying hot drinks on the
touchline for those cold wet & windy days. So don’t be put off!
Withington U9’s Saturdays 10.45am kick off.
Withington U10’s Saturdays 12noon kick off.
Withington U11’s Saturdays 10.30am kick off.
Come and support the club and cheer on the Black and Gold boys.
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM EVERYONE AT
WITHINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
We would like to wish the local community and all our wonderful families a very HAPPY
NEW YEAR. It has been a very chilly start to the year, but that has not stopped us getting out
and about around the village!
RUNNING CLUB
This term has seen the start of our cross country running club for our older children, our
current route takes us along Valdo Lane, so if you see us out running, please say hello.
TWITTER & FACEBOOK
Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Withington_hfds
and FACEBOOK to keep up to date with everything that is
happening at Withington Primary School.
FLORA TUBS4TABLETS - PLEASE HELP
If you live in the village and eat Flora, please check inside the tub for vouchers for
TUBS4TABLETS scheme, if you have any PLEASE pop them into our school office, we
would be very grateful.
WITHINGTON PRIMARY FOUNDATON CLASS
Do you have a child who has just turned 3 and you live in the village??
Don't forget children can join Withington Primary at the age of 3. Our Outstanding Foundation Class offers morning sessions for children age 3 and older. The class is made up of
Nursery and Reception children all learning together in a stimulating environment. We find
that children that join us at 3 have a smooth transition into Reception. Why not give us a ring
and pop in for a visit, 01432850289
14

Local History

-

Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal

In the first of a series of articles and local updates about the Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal, we
give some background behind the formation of the Canal Trust. The Herefordshire & Gloucestershire
Canal, completed in 1845, took 53 years to build and was one of the last major
waterways built in
Britain. The canal stretched for 34 miles from the River Severn at Gloucester, via Newent, Dymock and
Ledbury to Hereford, using twenty two locks and three tunnels. The Canal was formally closed in 1881
to allow construction of the Ledbury to Gloucester railway, which in turn Dr Beeching closed in 1964. It
fell into disrepair but some notable historic structures still remain in remarkably good condition. Most of
the route was randomly sold off piecemeal to over one hundred landowners.
An important part of our industrial heritage would have been lost forever, but in 1983 the Canal Society,
which then became a registered charity, the Herefordshire & Gloucestershire Canal Trust in 1992
resolved to recreate the Canal as a navigable waterway connecting Hereford with the 2,500-mile national
inland waterway network at Gloucester on the River Severn. The entire route is fully endorsed and
supported by all the Local Authorities concerned, who have committed to it in their respective local
plans. The restoration sites already recreated by the Canal Trust together extend to some 10% of the
Canal.
Waterways are a remarkably valuable asset and research has shown that the process of restoring them
brings a wide variety of significant benefits to the area. The Canal Trust's plans are to progress various
other developments all along the route in the near future, some in partnership with development partners.
Enlisting the help of teams of Volunteers is of paramount importance in this. They save the Canal Trust
valuable £1,000s on work to restore the Canal line which can be safely completed without costly outside
contractors transforming the various sites. The volunteers maintain those sites as future water-filled
lengths of the Canal.
One such example of the work of the Trust is the prestigious project on the northern outskirts of
Gloucester at Over with a restored section of canal, approaching half a mile, furnished with a wharf, a
slipway and an overflow weir. The
project incorporates a visitor centre, shop, award-winning red
rosette restaurant and high class B&B, all housed in a newly-constructed building using old materials and
original features including the parquet flooring. The Wharf House grew out of the remains of a
redundant isolation
hospital, closed in 1992, and the entire Canal project was built by a partnership of
the housing developer and large teams of Volunteers. The latter are now devoted to restoring other
lengths of the Canal.
Further editions of the Parish Magazine will cover the work being carried out by
volunteers to reconstruct the Canal at Kymin East. There will also be details of a
circular walk at Withington Wharf, which follows the alignment of the Canal and
views Withington Wharf, where Stephen Ballard, who built the canal between
Ledbury and Hereford and aspired to be an architect, constructed several buildings
which remain in near original condition.
HEREFORDSHIRE & GLOUCESTERSHIRE
CANAL TRUST.
December 2014
Work in progress at Kymin East
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Memories by Brian Davies
Yesteryear continued...

TARGET ROCK (above)
Recently while watching a television documentary called, ”Coast Rescue”, I was quite taken aback to see
the large, yellow, RAF, Seaking helicopter being directed to ‘New Quay Cove’ in west Wales, where a
young lad had fallen fifty feet or so down a cliff on to some jagged rocks on the shingle beach below, thus
injuring himself.
Imagine then my surprise to see that “New Quay Cove” as they called it, was my childhood playground and
is in fact called “Quarry Beach” after the old quarry about a hundred feet above it where in the 1800s stone
was quarried for the construction of the stone pier in New Quay. This was confirmed by the shape of the
huge rock in the background, a rock which was my playground when young; a rock christened by us as
“Target Rock”. (see above)
When the tide is in, this rock becomes an island, very similar to Gibraltar in shape, but of course not in size.
This is where we as young lads would often play.
At low tide one can walk from the pebbled beach on to the rock and then climb around its side to the far
end where it slopes into the sea. The high end (about 150feet) is quite different.
To the more faint hearted, the way on to the back of the rock is to climb along its side and then on to its
sloping back. To the brave hearts (or perhaps I should say the ‘foolhardy’), the daring way was to scale its
high side until you finally reached the very top where you could haul yourself on to a small, grassy area
where you could lie down in the long grass and wild flowers to regain your strength and composure while
looking down at the minute figures of your friends still on the beach below, still contemplating which way
to scale the rock.
In the summer time, the grassy patch on the top became a garden of beautiful, wild flowers where one could
lie down, rest and gaze up at the circling sea birds overhead against an azure sky (who, by the way, were
never pleased to see us) and at the same time listen to the honey bees gleaning away around you, knowing
that you had conquered the climb and that you were, ”The King of the Castle”. The only niggle was that
you had to get down again. Usually those who had braved the front never descended the same way, but took
the easy route down its sloping back.
So why the name Target Rock? In Welsh it is called ‘Carreg ‘Walltog’, which when translated means
‘Hairy Rock’. However, we as children called it Target Rock for a good reason. It comes from the fact that
at one time the coastguards used it as a target for firing their ropes to, then securing them so that they could
set up a ‘breeches buoy’ a system that involved a life saving ring with a kind of trousers attached so that
anyone being rescued could sit in it and be hauled to safety. They would practice this technique, usually at
high tide so that the rock became a ship and volunteers would sit in the buoy and be hauled ashore.
Another aspect of this wonderful playground was that at high tide the rock became an island with a channel
of about 50 yards of water between it and the beach, thus cutting it off completely. On warm, sunny, summer days, this is where we would do our snorkelling and explore the placid, clean, clear water, looking for
fish, lobsters, crabs and anything else that might live there. At low tide, around the back of the rock we
would find the most wonderful rock pools where we would find small fish, crabs, starfish and so on.
On stormy days however, the rock became a place of awesome, raging beauty as the huge rollers crashed
their way inshore. This was a time to keep well away from it, a time to respect it and leave it alone to make
battle with the raging sea.
For those who enjoyed fishing with rod and line it was a paradise. It had deep water all round which was
inhabited by several varieties of fish, from mackerel to bass, whiting, pollock and so on. On one occasion,
my friend Richard and I were so engrossed in catching mackerel from the back of the rock that we found
ourselves surrounded and cut off from the mainland by the incoming tide. This meant that we would be
unable to get off the rock for several hours until the time that the tide receded and allowed us to escape. We
would not be home until the early hours of the morning and would cause much worry to our parents, so the
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Memories by Brian Davies
only answer was to swim ashore (in our clothes), on our backs, rod and shoes in one hand and keeping the
fish our chests and using our feet to propel ourselves through the water.
On looking back to the days of my youth I sometimes wonder how I and my friends managed to survive
unharmed until adulthood. The risks we took were considerable, yet none of us was seriously injured in a
fall. Perhaps it was because we knew the rocks and cliffs we climbed, or was it because we knew where
not to go – maybe both! As I have mentioned before, the only casualties I recall were the evacuees who
came to stay during the war and who, despite warnings of where not to go, became casualties of their own
dogged foolhardiness and consequently paid a heavy price.
As long as I live Target Rock will be a defining part of my life. I shall always love it, respect it and in a
way, fear it.
A famous climber was once asked about Everest, “Why do you climb it?” The reply was, “Because it is
there”. In a similar way, perhaps the same applied to Target Rock.
Not so very long ago, a relative of mine passed away. Her last wish was that her remains be scattered into
the sea from Target Rock. Seemingly it was for her too her childhood playground. Personally I can empathize with that.
Someone once wrote, “Upon my demise, no ancient churchyard with its drunken headstones for me, no
modern marbled cemetery. Let my remains be scattered from the playground of my youth to blow in the
wind, so that my soul can freely fly and mingle with the wind, rain and sea, where the footprints of my
youth forged the foundation of my adulthood, where boy became man. Then and only then shall I rest in
peace.”

Only Joking!
I have a little Satnav
It sits there in my car
A Satnav is a driver's friend
It tells you where you are

It lists the vehicles just in front
It lists those to the rear
And taking this into account
It specifies my gear

I have a little Satnav
I've had it all my life
It does more than the normal one
My Satnav is my wife

I'm sure no other driver
Has so helpful a device
For when we leave and lock the car
It still gives its advice

It gives me full instructions
On exactly how to drive
"It's thirty miles an hour" it says
"And you're doing thirty five"

It fills me up with counselling
Each journey's pretty fraught
So why don't I exchange it
And get a quieter sort?

It tells me when to stop and start
And when to use the brake
And tells me that it's never ever
Safe to overtake

Ah well, you see, it cleans the house
Makes sure I'm properly fed
It washes all my shirts and things
And - keeps me warm in bed!

It tells me when a light is red
And when it goes to green
It seems to know instinctively
Just when to intervene

Despite all these advantages
and my tendency to scoff,
I only wish that now and then
I could turn the damn thing off!

17

Preston Wynne
Hello Everyone,
Well, as mentioned in the last “News” my ancient dial-up system finally gave up the ghost and I
am now the proud owner of a LAP-T0P - WOWSERS! And to top it all, broadband has arrived,
talk about speedy Gonzales – well maybe not quite speedy, but getting there a bit quicker than
snail-pace. I used to put the computer on and then go and make a cup of tea whilst waiting for it
to do its thing, sometimes I had time to peel the potatoes before it decided to chonk along it’s
creaky old way. I have to say I know the feeling especially as this cold January weather gets into
the bones. By the time this goes to print Spring should be well on its way though, and already
there are snowdrops out and stubby little daffy leaves sprouting, lifts the spirits hey?
Must tell you this, as I was typing this the ‘phone went (couldn’t do that with dial-up so am
boasting a bit) and it was some firm saying they were responding to the fact that I was receiving a
lot of nuisance calls and saying they could stop them, on being asked how much it would cost the
reply was 55pence a week. What do you reckon – the nuisance call to end all nuisance calls or
what!
Sorry must stop drivelling on, good practise though as this keyboard is a bit different, but on with
the News…….
Church News
Services:
March

April

8th

Family Service 3.00 pm

22nd H.C

9.30 am

12th

3.00 pm

26th

9.30 am

The carol service was held in the Hall on 21st December, the service was well attended with
readings beautifully done by adults and children alike interspersed with favourite carols, thank
you Simon for bringing along your keyboard and playing for us. After the service mulled wine
and mince pies were served making for a lovely pre-Christmas occasion. The final 100 club draw
took place here.
LUCKY WINNERS;
1ST

£50

No.84

Mrs S.Evans

2nd

£25

36

Heidi Steele

3rd

£12.50

46

Mrs D.Dent

Congratulations ladies!
SUBS ARE NOW DUE FOR 2015 PLEASE LET US HAVE THESE ASAP SO THAT CAN
BE INCLUDED IN THE SPRING DRAW – STILL ONLY £10 FOR THE CHANCE TO WIN ,
MUCH BETTER ODDS THAN THE LOTTERY, AND YOU WILL BE SUPPORTING THE
CHURCH! CONTACT Tricia on 820650 please
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Preston Wynne
Another great Sunday was that of the Christmas lunch which as always was excellent and
enjoyed by a capacity crowd of diners, Father Christmas arrived at coffee time and once
ensconced in his grotto, gave out brilliant presents to the children. - Thank you very much everyone who helped with this, especially Angie and Andrew- you know what we mean, children learn
to read early these days!
The big Christmas draw was a huge help financially towards Church funds, thanks to everyone
who donated prizes, sold and bought tickets and congratulations to the many lucky winners.
Hall News: At the time of writing the Valentine’s Supper is still in the planning stage so more on
that next “News” but we can report on the Burns Night Supper which was again very well
supported with people travelling from Bromyard and even further afield to join us. The evening
raised around £300 towards Hall funds. Thanks are due to the excellent piper who piped in the
haggis and addressed it before we all tucked in. Tricia would like to say a special thank you to
those who stepped in and helped as she was suffering from ‘flu and unable to attend. We do have
marvellous support from friends and neighbours at these events who pitch in and help with the
washing up etc. which as you can imagine after a 3 course meal with drinks and coffee is a formidable task! Your help is very much appreciated.
A TABLE TOP SALE IS PLANNED FOR SUNDAY 29TH MARCH BETWEEN 11 AM
AND 2 PM. Light lunches will be available. This will be for Hall funds. If you wish to book a
table at £5 please contact Pat on 820648
BINGO sessions in the Hall will be on Tuesday 17th March, and April 21st, eyes down 8.00 pm.
More players are needed, and newcomers will be made very welcome, proceeds towards Hall
funds.
That’s about it for now, please keep your eye on any notices on the corner for any recent updates,
see you next in the May/June issue crikey, mind-boggling!
Love,
Hilary and Tricia
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, PRESTON WYNNE
This unique 18th Century Church is set in the middle of a field surrounded by what is thought to be the
site of an old medieval village. However the Church is in need of some major repairs and a small
sub-committee of the PCC is spearheading the applications for grant funding. We anticipate preparing
some boards to place in the Church detailing the history of the Church and the Village including the Old
Court, the School, the Village Hall, the houses with named pews and Fisherman’s Inn. There is a
benefactor’s board in the Church so we will also be researching the history of the many people named
on the board. If anyone has any information which will help us in our research we would be delighted
to hear from you.
Thank you!
Andrew and Patsy Marson, Stocks Tree, Preston Wynne
Tel. 01432 820813

Email: andrewmarson@btinternet.com
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Have Your Say
Your Letters, Views and Comments.
Dear Editor,
Please may I ask if any of your readers have any photos of the Withington Home
Guard during WW2?
My grandfather, Walter Price, a WW1 veteran who lived at The Wharf, Thinghill,
was in the Home Guard, and I remember seeing a photo of him in the local unit,
but this picture has since been lost. As I am currently researching my family history, I would love to see any similar photos.
I am happy for my email address to be shared with anyone who is able to help.
Kind regards,
Jon Price
jp1885@yahoo.co.uk

Send your details to withingtonmagazine@gmail.com

Recipes
Fork Biscuits
Ingredients:
250g butter plus extra for greasing
125g caster sugar
300g SR flour
Makes 32
Lightly grease 2 baking trays. Put butter in a large mixing bowl and beat to soften. Gradually beat in the
caster sugar, then flour. Use your hands to gather the mixture into a soft but not sticky dough.
Roll the dough into walnut size balls and place well apart on the baking trays. Dip a fork into cold water
and press on top of each ball to flatten and imprint the fork pattern.
Bake in a pre-heated oven 180c (160c fan, Gas 4) for 15 - 20 minutes, until a pale golden colour. Cool on a
wire rack.
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Nature
Building a nest box
Before you start building your nest box study the below nest box illustrations, dimensions and advice on the materials to use
and the hole sizes. Make sure that you put your box up as soon as it has been built – the longer it’s up, the more chance it has
of attracting visitors

Materials
It is important that the inside of the box doesn’t get too cold or warm and that the box is durable.
Nest boxes should be made from wood (Woodcrete - a unique combination of sawdust and concrete is often used for commercial boxes). Metal and plastic are unsuitable materials as they may cause the contents of the nest to overheat or allow condensation to build up inside the box, wetting eggs and chicks.
The type of wood used is not critical but hardwoods, such as oak and beech, will outlive soft wood, such as pine.
Rather more critical is the thickness of the wood, which should be at least 15mm to provide sufficient insulation and to prevent
warping.
It is better to nail your box together rather than gluing it (remember to use galvanized/stainless steel nails to stop rust) as this
allows water to drain.
Make sure you drill a couple of holes in the base of your box to ensure that any rain that does get in can drain out quickly.
Top tip - Do not put a perch on the front of the nest box as this is not necessary and may aid access to a predator!

Hole sizes
Different size holes are suitable for different species:
25mm or larger for Blue, Coal and Marsh Tit;
28mm or larger for Great Tit and Tree Sparrow;
32mm for House Sparrow.
Nest boxes should have a means of easy access for both inspection and cleaning.
Attach a waterproof hinge to the roof , so that it can be lifted easily but won’t fall
off (car inner tubes are ideal waterproof materials to use). Cut the rubber to the
width of the box, and then nail the rubber along the back of the box and to the roof.

Top tips for putting up a nest box


Not too close to another nest box - nest boxes of the same type should not be
sited too close together as this may promote aggressive behaviour between
neighbours.



Shelter your box from the weather - the front of the nest box should be angled vertically or slightly downwards to prevent rain from entering the nest box. Make sure it is sheltered from prevailing wind, rain and strong sunlight.



Height from the ground should be 3 metres - small-hole boxes are best placed 1-3m above ground on tree trunks, but
avoid sites where foliage obscures the entrance hole. If there are no trees in your garden, the next best option is to place
your box on the side of a shed or wall.



Open-fronted nest boxes should be hidden from view - attach your box to a wall or fence that has shrubs and creepers
growing against it.



Make sure cats cannot get into the box - ensure that it is not easily accessible to predators (cats and squirrels).



Consider a metal plate around hole to deter squirrels - this preventive measure that can be used to deter squirrels from
gaining access. These plates are available commercially and can be purchased from any good garden centre or bird care
company at very little cost.



Keep nest box away from bird feeders - as high levels of activity of visiting birds could disturb nesting pairs.



Use galvanized or stainless steel screws or nails that will not rust. If fixing boxes to trees, galvanised wire can be used
to tie the box to the trunk or hang it from a branch. Make sure to regularly inspect these fittings to ensure the box remains securely attached.



Traditionally, nest boxes for small birds are put up in the spring - pairs begin to prospect in the latter half of February,
so a box put up at the end of the winter stands a good chance of attracting nesting birds. However, it is never too early
or late to put up a nest box, as some birds will use them to roost in during the winter months.
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A Cheetah that sprints for
more than 30 seconds can
suffer brain damage!

Q. What did the pony say
when it had a sore throat?
A. I apologize, I am a little
horse!

….
Hamsters can store half their
own weight in food in their
cheeks!
….
The Greek for left handed
also means better!

Why was the little
strawberry crying?

Q.

Q. What did the baby
corn say to the mama
corn?

A. Because his parents
were in a jam.

A. “Where’s pop
corn?”
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Contact Names and Telephone Numbers
Brownies
Byworth Trust Clerk
Cross Keys
Gateway Bridge Club
Music Tots

Hilary Jones
Margaret Soutar
Chris Corbin
Adrian Lunt
Gemma Griffiths

880469

Police
Community Support
Royal British Legion

Dean Wall/Elena Ekanite
Brian Reader

101
851842

PCC Secretary
Bell Ringing

Jane Davies
Kevin Hewison
Brian Reader
Marcia Hopkins
Kevin Hewison

850422
850074
851842
850933
850074

Village Hall
Chairman
Secretary
Booking Secretary

Kevin Hewison
Steve Caine
Kathy Fields

850074
851857
851001

WG Parish Council
Clerk
Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Sophie Glover
Paul Bainbridge
Ralph Barber

270499
850655
853068

Whitestone Chapel

Ian Porter

01981 540388

Withington Football Club
Chairman
Secretary

Steve Caine
Ray Rice

851857
850669

Withington Post Office
Withington Primary School

Diane Holloway

850356
850289

Withington Parish Magazine
Withington Village Store
Youth Club

Margaret Thompson

850182
851777
851857

St. Peters Church
Rector
Church Warden

Steve Caine
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820616
359463
07890 1780 99

Max Cook

Painting
Decorating
& Artexing

uPVC Windows
Doors & Conservatories

1ST CLASS JOB AT
AFFORDABLE PRICES

PLUS ALL ASPECTS OF
GLAZING FENSA
REGISTERED

Small Jobs
Undertaken
Interior/Exterior
Over 30 Years Experience
Call Martin for free estimates

27 years experience
Misted-Up units replaced

Mobile: 07788 823532

Call: 01432 263342

Hereford: (01432) 611692

Mob: 07867 662782

martin.wade4@btinternet.com
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HERFORD FOOT & LASER CLINIC

JOHN POTTS
PODIATRIST & CHIROPODIST
HCPC REGISTERED (NUMBER CH 19994)
* Advanced Laser Treatment for Fungal Nails & Verrucas
* Nail Surgery under Local Anaesthesia for Ingrown or Diseased Nails
* Nail reconstruction,
* Laser scanning for gait analysis for orthotics
(devices that modify the gait)
ALL ASPECTS OF FOOT CARE UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING CORNS; CALLOUS; PAINFUL
HEELS/ANKLES/LEGS & KNEES.
MODERN GROUND FLOOR SURGERY.
EASY PARKING.
01432 830787
www.herefordfootclinic.co.uk
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D.P.B
Electrical
Contractor

Handmade fine furniture, kitchens,

T: 01989 769860
M: 07976 205995

Conservatories, Home offices,
Bedrooms, Artisan home accessories,
doors and windows.

ALL ASPECTS OF WIRING FROM…


REWIRE TO CHANGE A SOCKET



PERIODIC TESTING



FAULT FINDING, P.A.T. TESTING



GARDENLIGHTS & SOCKETS

.
www. designer-creations.co.uk
Competitive prices. Free quotations
Unit 48, The Hop pocket, Bishops Frome
Worcester WR6 5BT
Tel 01885 490 326 / 07968343174
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PIED PIPER
Lakes Farm, Sutton Lakes,
Herefordshire HR1 3NS

Tel: 01432 880278
Mobile: 07869 484400
PEST CONTROL, TIMBER PRESERVATION
AND DAMP PROOFING SPECIALISTS


WASPS



RATS AND MICE



ALL CRAWLING INSECTS



MOLES



WOODWORM AND DRY ROT



DAMPROOFING

Established 1981
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Accounts preparation, self assessment tax
returns, business and personal tax planning,
V.A.T, payroll and bookkeeping services

CARPET &
UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Stain Removal
Carpet Protection

Mike Cole fcca
4 The Sheepcote, Monks Orchard, Lumber
Lane, Lugwardine, Hereford HR1 4AG

Tel: (01432) 853125
Email: info@coleaccountants.co.uk

Phone Martin on:
Mob: 07788 823532
Hfd No. (01432) 611692
Martin.wade4@btinternet.com

PIP CLARK
LARGE AND SMALL DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
REPAIRS AND SERVICE

YOUR LOCAL SUPPLIER
OF WHITE GOODS
PRICES COMPARABLE WITH LOCAL STORES
FREE DELIVERY AND FITTING
Tel: 01568 797 365

Mobile: 07971 422034

Bowley Lane, Bodenham,Hereford
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Advance Computers
Your local solution for all of your computer needs


PC health check & Virus removal



Memory upgrades and tune up



Data retrieval



Hardware supplied and fitted on site



Desktop pc’s built to your specification



Wireless network installation
Competitive rates for all types of repairs,
hardware upgrades and software solutions.

Tel: 01432 850737
Please ask for John or Kay

SHAYNE HOGG
~Funeral Services~

We Are An Independent,
Family Run Business
72 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4 0DG

01432 341871
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WITHINGTON VILLAGE STORE
2, Meadow Close, Withington, Hereford, HR1 3RR

Tel: 01432 851777
Newspapers ~ Groceries ~ Off Licence ~ Local Produce
Frozen Foods ~ Sandwiches ~ Magazines ~
Fresh Vegetables ~ Hot Drinks ~ Friendly Staff

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Saturday 7a.m. to 10p.m.
Sunday 8a.m. to 10p.m.
We also do GAS, MEB, Phone Top-Ups and
GREAT OFFERS which change from month to month
NATIONAL LOTTERY TICKETS NOW ON SALE
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