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Make the most of those hot summer
days with the Outback Jupiter 3 Burner
Hooded Gas BBQ with Propane Regulator in
Red. The alfresco enthusiast who wants to
have the very latest barbeque with a
modern design, and high tech appeal will
love this product. Blending into any outdoor setting this fantastic BBQ features a
roasting hood with cabinet in striking red
as well as a stainless steel control panel.
The 3 cast iron burners will ensure your
food is well cooked, whilst the 2 grills and
griddle set provides chef with multiple
cooking options to rustle up a feast

RRP - £399.99
OUR PRICE - £259.99
SAVE £140!
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Editorial

Welcome to the November/December edition of the magazine. There are public notices for you
to read as well as a ‘Wanted’ section and a ‘For Sale’ section with ideas for Christmas presents.
I am pleased to introduce the new advert from Withington Post Office and their invitation for
readers to enter their competition to name the new chip shop that will be opening in 2018.
Enjoy the beautiful seasonal colours of Autumn and
forthcoming events of Halloween and Bonfire night.

remember to keep safe during the

My best wishes to you all for a Happy and peaceful Christmas.
Margaret

St. Peter’s Church News

DEADLINE FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY EDITION - 7TH DECEMBER 2017
Email: Withingtonmagazine@gmail.com
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St. Peter’s Church News
“BRING A BOOK”
“TAKE A BOOK”
Thank you to everyone who has helped to make this facility in the church such a success. For
anyone who hasn’t discovered it yet there is fiction, biographies, thrillers, health, pets, cookery,
children’s and much more including magazines, dvd’s and cd’s. Please keep them coming and
going!
We ask for a donation of 50p for paperbacks and £1 for hardbacks or any amount you feel you
can afford. Please put the money in the wall safe. It all helps to keep Withington Church alive.
The Organ Restoration

For all those who so generously sponsored an organ pipe
during the restoration, there is now a display to the left of
the organ with the names of everyone who sponsored pipes,
along with their dedications to loved ones.
The Food Larder
More thanks to you for continuing to donate to the Food Larder in the church. The contents are
taken to Aubrey Street every few weeks from where they are distributed to centres across
Hereford. All recipients of the donated food, toiletries, and other essentials and as well, pet
food, have tokens that are given to them by relevant Local Organisations. For more information
contact, http://herefordfoodbank.co.uk
* * * *
GETTING CONNECTED ST. PETER'S CHURCH WITHINGTON FIT FOR THE 21st CENTURY
We're slowly progressing with our plans to install Toilet & Kitchen facilities at the back of the
church. We don't even have a water supply to the church yet! (Proposed plans can be seen on Board in
the church.)
We have met with our architects who are now preparing and submitting a detailed Specification to the
Diocesan Advisory Committee Board. Hopefully, approval will happen in November.
Already we are looking at how we can finance this project. The estimated total being £60000. The
Architects need money up front for work done to date! Grants are available but we can't apply for these
until we have official permission to go ahead.........
In the meantime we need to do some fund raising and also launch an appeal. Currently we are looking
into creating a 'designated giving' site on our web site, 'Bartestree Cross Group'
MAYBE SOME OF YOU MIGHT LIKE TO ORGANISE A FUND RAISING EVENT????
e.g. Bingo, Five a side Football, Table Sale, Car Boot, Sponsored walk/run etc. etc.
IF YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS/OFFERS OF HELP please contact Kevin Hewison 850074 or Margaret
Soutar 850448
LOOKING FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU???????????

4

St. Peter’s Church News
Fundraising Programme for Charities and Church 2017
We welcome everybody to join these events. They are good social gatherings as well as fund raisers!
We aim to raise money for various Charities as well as for St Peter’s Church, which needs money for both
routine maintenance and to update its facilities. Venues vary, and include the Village Hall, the church and
individuals’ homes.
Come and enjoy a great breakfast on the first Saturday of each winter month in the Village Hall!
Big Breakfasts, 1st Sat in the month………………………Sat 4th Nov, Sat 2nd Dec (VH)8.30 – 10am
Quiz Night………………………………………………...Sat 18th Nov (VH) 7.30pm
More information from Ruth/Kevin 01432 850074, Margaret 01432 850448

Thanks for your Support!
PopUp Café – The café has had a great season.........we had regulars and casual drop-ins; everyone
enjoying a good chat, a drink and some super cake! Now it’s the Autumn, and the café is replaced by The
Big Breakfast - come along and try it!

Macmillan Coffee Morning

A BIG THANK YOU! You helped us raise over £265 at the Macmillan Coffee Morning at the Village
Hall on 29th September.

Thank you all our friends from Messy Church, we’ve had some great times. We
are now going to put our energies into a new venture for Withington, called
“Open the Book”. This will be a school-based programme. Read more about it in
Jane’s letter, here in the magazine.

Magical Flutes Concert
Thank you for your support all who gave any help with organisation, refreshments and attendance. As I
write, this event has not yet happened, but when it does, notices about funds raised will be posted.

Book Exchange at the Church, and Food Bank
These continue to be well supported. Keep coming!
Bring your unwanted books to donate, and choose books to take home.....and be generous towards our
funds.
The Food Bank donations are taken to Hereford and distributed through the Diocesan scheme to those
in need.
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St. Peter’s Church News

Big Breakfast

Messy Church News
After 2 years of offering Messy
Church we have decided to
have a break for a while.

Withington Village Hall
8.30 am—10.00 am

Thank you to all of you who came, we all had
great fun. Thank you also to all those who
prepared and led the sessions, we appreciate all
that you did.
HOWEVER
We will still see many of our youngsters at
school as we start a new project called
Open the Book
Once a month a group of us
will be going into school to
tell bible stories in a new
and exciting way.

Withington's Charity Big Breakfast is
back! Join us for a full English fry-up or
continental breakfast - or both, if you're
feeling hungry!
Donations will be invited in aid of
Withington Church and a different charity
each month.

If you’d like to be more involved in this
project—we need people to narrate and act out
the stories and to make props—please contact
Rosie Roberts 01432 850484.

4th November and 2nd December
Remembrance Sunday
12th November

DISCUSSION GROUP

10.30 am

1st Tuesday of every month

Westhide Church

7.00 pm at The Vicarage
Everyone is welcome

Special Family Service to remember those
who have died as a result of war
Annual Memorial Service
Our annual memorial service will take place on Sunday 5th November at 4.00 pm in St Peter’s Church,
Withington. At this service we will remember all those from our parishes who have died this year and
others who we have been asked to remember. If you have someone you would like mentioned, please
write their name on the list in any of our churches.
Christmas Communion
If you can’t get to church over the Christmas period and would like to receive your Christmas
Communion at home then please let Jane or Paul know.
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St Peter’s Church News

Dear Friends
I was shopping this week and several of the shops
had Christmas displays up, and it’s still only
September! It seems to get earlier and earlier
every year but we in the church are also turning
our attention to Advent and Christmas celebrations.
Advent is the season in the Church’s year when we
watch and wait for the coming of Jesus at
Christmas. The word Advent comes from the
Latin word Adventus which means coming. In
Advent church decorations are very simple and the
colour we have on the altar is purple or blue so that
when our churches are decorated with the golds
and whites of Christmas it is a true sign of light
coming in to a dark world.

Bartestree Cross Churches
Epiphany Retreat
led by Michael Tavinor,
Dean of Hereford Cathedral
An opportunity to be still and refocus on God
after the busyness of Christmas. A 24-hour retreat
in the beautiful surroundings of the Brecon
Beacons National Park. Llangasty Retreat House
is an ideal place to get away from the stresses and
strains of modern day life, the views from the
lounge window entice you to sit, relax and marvel
at God's creation.

Many of us have Advent Calendars or Advent
Candles and we watch Christmas coming nearer as
more windows are opened or as our candle gets
smaller.
Advent is a time to look forward to celebrating the
birth of Jesus and to remind us of what Christmas
is really about and we begin the season this year
with a special service on Advent Sunday, 3rd
December, in Withington Church at 4pm. Do join
us for this beautiful service of words and music.

5th-6th January 2018
Llangasty Retreat House. Cost ca. £110

Please contact Jane or Paul for more details

Best wishes. Jane
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St. Peter’s Church News
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - FOWNHOPE, WOOLHOPE AND DISTRICT BRANCH
VOLUNTEER REQUIRED FOR THE POSITION OF
BRANCH HONOURABLE SECRETARY
In November this year the position of the Branch’s Hon Sec will become vacant. A volunteer for a very
much part-time post in this branch of the national charity is required.
The scope of the job is very much as the position indicates, working closely with The Chairman, Hon
Treasurer, and others of the Committee. The RBL also provides courses for Branch administrators.
Further details can be obtained from either Sally Soutar, currently the Hon Sec on 01989 740802, or
from Charles Pickles, currently the Chairman on 01432 860546 (if you have to leave a phone message,
please provide your contact phone number clearly for a return call).

POP UP CAFE
A big Thankyou to everyone who helped with and supported Pop up Cafe over 24 weeks this
summer.
It was hugely enjoyed by over 225 people and raised £450 for church funds.
It certainly proved that the church was a good venue for people to meet socially.
Over the winter we shall be having a Big Breakfast on the first Saturday of every month
starting with 7th October in the Village Hall.
Look forward to seeing more friends from the village there too.
Pop up Cafe will return next spring .....
Margaret Soutar

Elizabeth Byworth Charity
Elizabeth Byworth Charity
The Trustees meet quarterly (March, June, September and December).
If you are under 25 and live in Withington, Westhide or Eau Withington and would like some
assistance with purchasing books, equipment, tools, educational visits, uniforms, etc. please
contact me at the address below. APPLICATIONS should be made in writing stating name, age and
approximate cost of items required and sent to:
Clerk to the Trustees,
Margaret Soutar,
3 Duke Street, Withington.
HR1 3QD
or email: Margaret.soutar@btinternet.com
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For Sale and Wanted

THINKING of CHRISTMAS—
Buy a Bespoke BIRD BOX
Hand made and hand painted with Birds on top and sides.
Equivalent price in Garden Centres £25.00
My price only £10.00
Please phone me on 01432 850703 Please ask for Richard

WANTED
ANY READERS THAT ARE INTERESTED IN CRAFTS IN THE
WITHINGTON NEWS AREA

Do you have a Hobby such as:
PAINTING PHOTOGRAGHY WOOD WORK METAL WORK KNITTING SEWING OR ANY OTHER CRAFT
If you are interested in showing your skills at a Craft Sale
hopefully before Christmas please take the first step by
phoning me on 01432 850703.
Please ask for Richard.
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Memories by Bryan Davies

Yesteryear continued……1947
For those of you who are old enough to remember, I wonder whether the year 1947 triggers something
in your memory. I was just 15 years old and had gone to school as usual that winter morning in the
early months of the year 1947. The school was in the nearby town of Aberaeron - “ Aberaeron County
Grammar school” – which was 7 miles away from my village, and each day at 8.20 a.m. I, together
with about 30 other children, caught the school bus which took 30 minutes to do the journey.
This particular day it was grey and cold, bleak mid- winter time. As soon as we arrived in school it
started to snow and when I say snow, I mean really heavy snow, the large feathery virgin flakes drifting
so silently, but rapidly to the ground outside and totally deceiving those of us sitting behind our desks
in our warm classrooms. As the morning progressed a sense of excitement seemed to pervade the classroom as those who sat by windows could see the deepening snow outside. Even Mr. Jones our rather
elderly English Literature teacher, always dressed in his black gown, grey trousers and highly polished
brown shoes, drifted rather rapidly towards a window, looking more than a little perturbed on the
worsening situation.
It snowed and snowed and snowed all day, the drifting snow outside together with members of staff,
themselves clearly worried by the now arctic conditions, prevented us from going outside to enjoy the
soft, feathery, still falling, snow.
Before long, early in the afternoon, the message reached us that those who came to school by bus,
could leave early, but that the bus from my village couldn’t make it through the snow, so it was everyone for himself.
We were stranded 7 miles from home so we took the decision, we being all 30 or so of us from my
village, to walk the seven miles home, not just through deep snow, but in places through blizzard
conditions. I can’t remember much of that treck, but we had bought ourselves warm, fresh bread from a
local bakery to fortify us on the way. I know we all enjoyed it even though it took us hours especially
since much time was consumed in snowball fights etc. No one suffered in any way, other than getting
wet through. We were so young then!
The snow however, carried on for many days with no let up in its intensity. By the end of the fall, all
villages and towns in the fall area were totally cut off, some more so than others. My village being a
fairly large village was fairly self-sufficient with its own bakeries and food shops with plenty of food to
last for weeks provided you could dig your way out of the house to walk there. It also had access to the
sea which proved to be very important. Other inland hamlets were cut off for weeks. The only way of
getting food to some of the coastal ones was by sea and I well remember risking life and limb taking
large sacks of bread to them in rather rough, dangerous seas in a small trawler, sometimes losing some
of the sacks overboard in the stormy conditions, especially when trying to land to get the bread ashore
to the waiting villagers clustered on the beach.
My own village was under so much snow that it took days for some us to dig ourselves out. In my back
garden the drifts were higher than the back door, so digging ourselves out meant digging a tunnel and
in many of the streets the snow was at roof height. It was the first and only time that I have walked on
snow so deep that the tops of telegraph poles were only just projecting above the snow in many places.
I promise this is no exaggeration. As youngsters of course we saw it as great fun which lasted for
weeks. School had to close for weeks as the arctic conditions were even worse inland with no one able
to travel.
The seriousness of the situation became evident as the snow eventually began to thaw revealing the
tragedies lying beneath, such as dead animals in the fields, people trapped and suffocated in their cars.
Some people had been caught out walking, their frozen bodies discovered only weeks later.
Never since have I seen such snow. Perhaps the nearest was during my first year in Hereford in 1962
and bad though that was, it was nothing like that winter of 1947. I have no idea how it affected
Herefordshire and I would love to know of some of your experiences here in this county or even
elsewhere, that year.
Bryan
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Public Notices

Withington Railway Station 1861
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Local History by Laureen Willmott
Returning Evacuee
Horace Rogers
Born 1928 Green Street Hereford.
Born in Green Street Hereford, and lived in Park Street for a while attending St. James' school. His Father held a
high position as clerk in Bulmers, but eventually left and bought a newsagents in the centre of Birmingham.
Horace attended the senior school at Osler Street, being 11 years of age.
With the outbreak of war he was evacuated with his brother Gerald, and his cousin Joan to Withington. At the start
of the journey they were herded to Snowhill Station Birmingham, with their belongings and gas masks, and put on
a train to Hereford. At the time the ultimate destination was unknown to them. So it was a great surprise for him
to find the final stop was Hereford Station. They and other evacuees and Teachers were taken to Withington
School and billeted out from there. He and his Brother were taken to a little thatched cottage in Duke Street,”
Quarry Cottage”. The home of the Wood family. They were both left at the door with their bags. Mrs Wood
answered the door in response to their knocking. “We've come to live with you “ announced Horace. They went in
and Horace made it known that cousin Joan who had travelled with them was still waiting up at the school for
somewhere to go. Mrs. Wood said, ”She can sleep with Mona in our room.” So Joan arrived at the cottage as well.
It was something of a culture shock to the three children to find there was no electricity, and a well was the only
water source, and that was located in the kitchen. The water was hauled up by bucket and rope. The toilet was outside consisting of a bucket under a wooden seat, and it became Horace's' job to empty it each day in the Orchard. “
The apples were very good “
The sleeping arrangements were head to toe with his brother in a single bed. With Bryan Wood in the double bed
in the same room. The other bedroom was for Mr. and Mrs. Wood and their daughter Mona, with Joan also
squeezed in somehow. Although, after about three to four months, Joan returned to Birmingham.
The garden to the cottage was very big, with a wonderful greenhouse. The remains of the old quarry was still
visible but was at this time more like a very bumpy overgrown golf course. Mr. Wood would cut hay with a
scythe, make it up into bales and build them into a hayrick. He would then thatch the top to keep it all dry. There
were five cows kept in the field, and it was Horace's' job to take them out from the field into Duke Street, up the
hill past the Old School at Veldo Lane. Up to the “T” junction and onto towards Bartestree. Crossing the main
road to the chosen pasture. This was done before he started school in the morning and was repeated in reverse
after school in the evening. The cows would follow him, but one morning when crossing the man road a motorcyclist came round the corner too fast and hit one of the cows splitting her udder with the front mounted number
plate, which in those days was located on the front mudguard. The cow was in a bad state and leant against a signpost in shock. Horace ran and got Mr. Wood. The cow was stitched up and in time fully recovered. Horace was
taught by Mr. Wood to milk cows by hand, and one time he asked Horace to take the Heifers to be serviced by the
Bull at Stonehouse Farm. When he arrived at the farm. the Farmer said that he was not old enough to witness the
act, and he had to go into a barn while the deed was done. From time to time he would ride on the back of one of
the cows, although he wasn’t supposed to. Mr. Wood, would not have approved.
Horace recalls taking the cows to one pasture which was located where the Church car park is now. In that same
pasture he recalls raking up the grass after Mr. Wood had cut it. Mr Wood always wore leather gaiters whilst
cutting with a scythe to protect his legs. Horace's’ other involvements were pea picking and hop picking, and
sitting in a field acting as a scarecrow. He remembers people coming from Wales for the hop picking at
Stonehouse Farm, and he, Mona and Gerald all worked hard picking hops. Miss Leake was in charge, and Horace
earned enough money to buy himself a 28” sit up and beg bicycle from Watsons in Hereford, and a pair of short
trousers. He recalls being fascinated by the great crested newts that were in the pond in Duke Street, and watching
the horse working the stone at the cider mill which was at Norcroft cottage. He went to school, where Mr Skipp
was the Headmaster, and recalls one afternoon in the winter when they were supposed to be playing football, he
and his friends went along to the canal which was frozen and did some skating. On return to school, they found
that Mr.Skipp had been told of their escapade and all of them got “three of the best.”
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Local History by Laureen Willmott
At the back of the school there were some old tanks containing engine oil from tractors, and he and some of the
older lads had the task of producing Molotov cocktails for the home Guard. The bottles were filled with the
necessary mixture and a rag fuse was inserted into the top of the bottle.
Ralph Skipp was a member of the Home Guard, and after leaving the Wood's cottage Horace and his brother went
to live with the Skipp family in the school house. He remembers, whilst there, a visit of another unit of the Home
Guard to demonstrate a Bren gun to the Withington unit. The demonstration involved the dismantling and
re-assembly of the Bren, all done in 20 minutes. The gun was then taken on to the next unit for demonstration.
Horace had a good voice and sung in the Church choir, and on his recent visit to the Church he noticed that the
Creed was no longer written on the right hand side wall by the choir stalls. He distinctly remembers having to turn
around to read it from that wall. There was a lot of infighting between the choristers to get out of singing and pump
the organ. He also had a starring part in the School Panto, Aladdin, in the old village Hall. He recalls that the two
teachers producing the Panto were only just out of college, and they wanted him to kiss either Widow Twanky or
the Princess, he can’t remember which, but through embarrassment, he couldn’t do it, so was kept in after school,
but it was all in good fun and he quite enjoyed the panto.
On Wednesdays when he wasn’t at school he would take the bus with Mrs. Wood to Hereford, carrying eggs and
butter to sell at the butter market. They would sit there all day until the time came for the bus to take them back
home.
Whilst living with the Skipp family, Horace was subject to a lot of teasing from the youngest of the Skipp boys,
calling him “Horsey Horace,” and finally it came to blows, with Horace giving the lad a good hiding. The result
was that he and his brother moved again, this time to Lock Cottage with the Amos family, who had five children of
their own. Jimmy Amos who was two years older than Horace, taught him how to lay night lines across the canal
to catch eels, of which there were many. Although at this time there was not much water in the canal, the two boys
regarded it as a smelly adventure play ground. Mrs Amos used to fry the eels, and Horace can still remember them
moving about in the pan. The other pursuits with the Amos’ was rabbiting with ferrets, and fishing in the Lugg. He
recalls seeing a platoon of Indian soldiers jumping off the Lugg bridge into the river and thoroughly enjoying
themselves. It was first time he had seen anyone with anything other than white skin.
Horace and his brother saw their parents only once throughout the period of the war, so all Christmases and
holidays were spent in Withington. Only once did Horace and his brother try to run away. They made their way
along Lock Road to the Bromyard Road, but realised the impossibility of their task, and returned to Lock Cottage.
In looking back at the whole experience Horace states that it was a wonderful time and that it taught him a lot
about life.

Quarry cottage
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Withington Primary School
NEWS FROM WITHINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
The seasons are changing, the nights are drawing in, but the children at Withington Primary are still
working hard and having fun!!
ENRICHMENT
This term has seen the children visit Shropshire Hills discovery center, Dan y ogof dinosaur caves, Court
farm and the Trumpet ploughing competition. Next term Kestrels class will be off to Harry potter World,
these wonderful trips have all been linked to the children’s current literacy topics.
CHRISTMAS FAYRE
We will be holding a Christmas Fayre in the village hall, on Sat December 2 nd. Please come along and
support the school and pick up some fantastic Christmas presents. Check out posters around the village
for more details.
WILDLIFE AREA
At last our pond is complete and looks
wonderful. The children have already
enjoyed sessions observing the growing
wildlife in the pond. If you are passing
feel free to take a look. We are now
looking to secure funding to develop this
area further with a wildlife garden and
outdoor shelter.

Do you have a child due to start Reception in 2018,
why not come and have a look round our wonderful
village school.
Ofsted 2014 – “Teaching is good, and increasingly
outstanding.” “Behaviour is good and pupils have positive
attitudes to learning.” “Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development is excellent.”
”Leadership and management of the Early Years Foundation
Stage are outstanding.”
All children in June 2017 who left Withington Primary made
expected progress from KS1 to KS2

We now offer breakfast club from 8.00am every
morning and after school club until 5.30pm, at our
federated primary school Broadlands Primary.
We accept 30 hours free funding, nursery runs from 9-3
daily. Places are available for children aged 3 – 11.
Please contact us for further information and to
arrange a visit. Telephone: 01432 850289
Email: admin@withington.hereford.sch.uk
Telephone: 01432 850289
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Withington Gardening Club
We just had two very good social evenings:
August
Bridget Mariget demonstrated flower arranging using what we brought from our own gardens.
Arrangements were then put into the draw – and to finish each member brought a delicious mix of
puddings and cakes
September
Coddington Vineyard – excellent evening—we had a tour of the garden which opens at certain times of
year in NGS yellow book. If you were unable to come, it’s worth a visit - many interesting features
including their 2/3 acres of vines. We certainly saw a lot of the back lanes of Herefordshire that night
(due to Worcester road closures) but big thank you to all who had satnav’s . Our tour finished in
beautifully converted barn, which two weeks previous had hosted their son’s wedding, we also had
tastings of their wine . They have a shop on site selling not just their wines but also locally produced
products.
Up and coming events
November 15th

Metal Structures to enhance the garden by Peter King.

December 20th

Xmas meal TBC ring to find more details.

Merry Xmas to all.

Happy New Year to all

17th January 2018

50 plants that changed the world by Bill Law.

Meetings held in Withington Village Hall 7.30pm. New members/ xmas meal detail contact secretary
01432 850371

Withington Village Hall
Since the last edition of the Parish Magazine the following draws have taken place;
200 Club draws
September
£20 No 105 Mr and Mrs Howe
£10 No 111 Alan Davies

Chairman: Kevin Hewison Tel:
850074

£10 No 165 Jane Sheehan
£10 No 57 K Coles

Booking Secretary: Kathy Fields
Tel: 851001

October

Treasurer: Paula Highley Tel:
851570

£20 No 171 Micky Brown
£10 No 125 Adam Stokes
£10 No 173 Ruth Hewison
£10 No 19 Sebastian Eastick
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Nature
Fungi are fun

Sun 5 November

10.15am-2.30pm

Join members of the Herefordshire Fungus Survey Group on a journey into the fungal kingdom! You
will foray around the beautiful surroundings of Queenswood with their help and then after lunch discuss
the finds and learn more about mushrooms. No previous experience or knowledge are necessary.
10.15am Tea & Coffee
10.25am Welcome and introductions
10.30am Forays set off!
12.45pm Lunch
1.45pm Presentation and discussion of the morning's finds plus Q&A.
Venue: Queenswood Country Park & Arboretum, Nr. Leominster, HR6 0PY.
Cost: £6. Please call in at the Visitor Centre on arrival to collect a pass for free parking before meeting at
the Jubilee building. Booking: Book online at www.queenswoodandbodenhamlake.org.
Wildlife Watch Club: Fungus Foray
Sun 5 November
12.30pm-2.30pm
FUNGI! A Fungus Foray at Queenswood. Monthly nature club for young enthusiasts aged 7 to 14 years,
usually meets first Sunday of every month.
Venue: Queenswood Country Park and Arboretum, Dinmore Hill, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0PY
Cost: £2 per child
Booking: Book your place online at www.queenswoodandbodenhamlake.org/wildlifewatch or call 01432
356872

The Gruffalo’s Child Christmas Celebration

Sun 26 November

10am-3pm

Come celebrate the launch of our new Gruffalo’s child activity trail, visit Father Christmas’ grotto and
create Christmas crafts to take home at Queenswood Country Park. This is a family event.
Venue: Queenswood Country Park and Arboretum, Dinmore Hill, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0PY
Cost: all activities individually priced from £1 to £3
No booking required – a drop in event.

Wildlife Watch Club: Christmas Crafts

Sun 3 December

12.30pm-2.30pm

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS! Using natural materials - and just a little bit of glitter! Monthly nature club for
young enthusiasts aged 7 to 14 years, usually meets first Sunday of every month.
Venue: Queenswood Country Park and Arboretum, Dinmore Hill, Nr Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6
0PY
Cost: £2 per child
Booking: Book your place online at www.queenswoodandbodenhamlake.org/wildlifewatch or call 01432
356872

16

Preston Wynne
Hello Everyone,
Well here we are again, talking about Christmas when it’s only 5 minutes since the last one! How did
that happen, life flashing before our eyes? A sleeping beauty sleep for eleven months? Scary isn’t it.
The busier you are though the quicker time races by, we can hardly believe it’s time to write the Withy
News again but here goes:……
Church News
Nov 12th Remembrance Service
“

26th Family Service

9.30 am
9.30 am

Dec. 17th Carol Service
11.15 am in Village Hall – mulled wine and mince pies will be
served following the Service. This year we will be welcoming parishioners from Marden and district to
this service since we are joining up for the Marden and Amberley carol services so if anyone would like
to come along to a few practises beforehand please ring Hilary on 820635 for details. Everyone who
would like to sing with us would be most welcome.
During this interregnum the faithful few are endeavouring to keep regular services going, so in order to
make any visiting clergy more welcome it would be great if as many worshippers as possible could come
along to support the church during this time. We have just come back from cleaning and decorating the
church in readiness for our Harvest Festival on Sunday in the midst of preparing for the Harvest Supper
tomorrow (Saturday). Ah well…. The devil makes mischief for idle hands so they say ……..!!
GRACE NOTES are coming along to sing for us in the Hall Friday 15th December at 7.30 for
church funds. They are a brilliant choir with 3 Preston Wynnian members. Your £7 ticket will
include supper and a great evening. Please phone Pat on 820648 as numbers are needed for
catering purposes.
The Colours Fashion Show was a great success with over a hundred coming along to watch the Show
and then try on and buy. Everyone seems very happy with their purchases and reported on having
thoroughly enjoyed the evening (think the food and Pimms might have helped with this!)
Hall News
Christmas Lunch in the Hall Sunday 3rd December 12.30. As usual Father Christmas will pay us a
visit £10 for adults and £4 for children for a fabulous 3 course meal. Please book early as space is
limited and this is always a very popular event. Phone Tricia please on 820650.
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR SUNDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 10.30 TO 1.30. THERE WILL BE LOTS
OF INTERESTING STALLS TO GET THOSE CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. COME ALONG AND
HAVE A CHAT AND A SPOT OF LUNCH TOO.
Special Christmas Pub Night in the Hall Saturday 16th December from 7.30 pm
Come and try Helen’s marvellous turkey curry along with your pint/wine. This great social evening will
really get you in the festive mood.
Think that’s about it for now, so we wish you all a lovely time at Christmas and we look forward to
getting back in touch in the New Year which we hope will be a happy and peaceful one.
Love Hilary and Tricia
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Westhide
All of a sudden it seems summer is drawing to a close and we are plunged into that "season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness". The trees in the sunlight are a feast for the eyes - a
kaleidoscope of colour.
Beautiful, patient shire horses have arrived to take part in the Trumpet ploughing match. And the
squirrels in our garden are anxious to gather the walnuts from our trees before we do!
We had a most successful Concert and Auction in September. Thank you to all who helped with this. We
had an excellent turnout and the two young men who sang "We're a couple of swells" stole the show.
Now we look forward to the Family Harvest Festival and Supper on Friday 13th October - always a
popular community event. Living in rural Herefordshire where good crops abound in orchard, garden ,
field and hedgerow we have indeed much to be thankful for.
Looking ahead to Christmas our Candlelight Carol Service will be on Dec. 22nd at 6.30. Help with
decorating the church would be wonderful - on Thursday 21st or Friday 22nd morning. This year we are
the only church in the benefice to have a service on Christmas Day - 10.30 - so please come and join us.
Sheila

Kiddies Corner
Make a cup and ball Santa and Angel

You will need:

Instructions:

Polystyrene ball
Paper cup
Pink paint
White paint
Yellow wool
Wiggle eyes
White and pink craft foam
Gold card
Gold pipe cleaner
Pink pen
Glue
Sticky tape

You will need:
Polystyrene ball
Paper cup
Pink paint
Red paint
Red and white felt
Small red pompom
White pompom
Wiggle eyes
Red, black and pink craft
foam

Paint the ball pink and the cup red (for Santa ) or white (for angel) and leave to dry. Glue the ball to the bottom of the cup.
Cut two arms from red foam (white for the angel) and two hands from pink foam. Glue one hand to the end of each arm and
the other ends of the arms to the body.
Cut a strip of black foam and glue it around the middle of the cup as a belt (for Santa).
Make Santa’s hat by rolling some red felt into a cone. Glue the edge of the cone and glue the hat to the top of the ball. Cut a
band of white felt and glue it around the edge of the hat. Add a pompom at the end of the hat. Cut a beard from white felt and
glue to the front of the face. Add a red pompom nose. Finally, add two eyes and draw on a mouth.
For the Angel: Glue on some wool as hair. Make a halo by twisting a pipe cleaner into shape and taping it to the back of the
head. Cut wings from gold card and glue them to the angels back. Finally, add two eyes and draw on a face.

RSPCA Wildlife Warning:
Please do not sprinkle ‘reindeer glitter food’
on the garden as birds and mammals could
ingest the plastic and foil glitter causing long
term damage to their digestive systems.
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Contact Names and Telephone Numbers
Byworth Trust Clerk:

Margaret Soutar

850448

Police:

Safer Neighbourhood Team PC Sarah Cullen/PCSO Elena Ekanite

101

St. Peters Church:

Rector
Jane Davies
Church Warden
Kevin Hewison
PCC Secretary
Marcia Hopkins
Bell Ringing
Kevin Hewison
Chairman
Kevin Hewison
Booking Secretary Kathy Fields
Clerk
Sophie Glover
Chairman
Paul Bainbridge
Vice-Chairman
Ralph Barber
Ian Porter

Village Hall:
WG Parish Council:

Whitestone Chapel

Withington Football Club: Chairman

Steve Caine
Secretary Ray Rice

Withington Post Office:
Withington Primary School:
Withington Parish Magazine: Editor

Margaret Thompson

Withington Village Store:

850244
850074
850933
850074
850074
851001
270499
850655
853068
01981 540388
851857
850669
850356
850289
850182
851777
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Accounts preparation, self assessment tax
returns, business and personal tax planning, V.A.T, payroll and bookkeeping services

Mike Cole fcca
4 The Sheepcote, Monks Orchard, Lumber
Lane, Lugwardine, Hereford HR1 4AG

Tel: (01432) 853125
Email: info@coleaccountants.co.uk
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We clean your oven ……
so you don’t have to!
Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally cleaned

Colin Hadley contact details
Telephone: 01885 400337
Mobile: 07817 477850
22
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Springfield road, Withington
HR1 3RU, 01432 850356
Monday

8:30 am - 5:30pm

Tuesday

8:30 am - 5:30pm

Wednesday

8:30 am - 5:30pm

Thursday

8:30 am - 5:30pm

Friday

8:30 am - 5:30pm

Saturday

8:30 am - 12:30pm

Post Office Services
National lottery
Health lottery
Free cash withdrawals
Personal / Business banking
Mobile top ups
Electricity bills
Water bills
Council tax
Electric key top ups
Gas card top ups

facebook.com/WithingtonPO/

Competition time: Name the Fish and Chip shop. A PRIZE for the chosen name.
A box will be in the post office to put your suggestions in.
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