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Editorial
Dear All,
Well what a year so far! At the beginning of the year the countryside was transformed into a magical
land of glittering snow courtesy of the Beast from the East followed by a summer that offered the outdoor type of living that we all enjoy. Now we await the kaleidoscope of Autumnal colours before the
Christmas and New Year festivities begin.
I am pleased that we have two new advertisers, see page 8 for their details (good ideas for Christmas
presents). Please try and support all of our local advertisers as we need to retain their financial support
for the magazine.
My sincere thanks to everyone who sends in articles for the magazine, your support is gratefully
appreciated. I have featured photos from the recent opening of the chip shop so lets continue this trend
in 2019. Send in any photos that you would like featured along with editorial. This is YOUR magazine
so please get involved.
It may be too early to say it, but seasons greetings to all readers!
Best wishes,
Margaret

YOU CAN NOW READ THE MAGAZINE ‘online’.
If you are unable to obtain paper copies of the magazine please go to the
Group Parish Website to read it.
https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk
You will find the magazine under the ‘Newsletter’ section.

DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 EDITION OF THE MAGAZINE:
7TH DECEMBER 2018
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St. Peter’s Church News

Thank you !
The coffee morning was a great success, very well
supported, and has raised £457.00 for Macmillan
Cancer Support.
A new initiative this year was cakes to order, for
collection on particular dates.
Thank you to Sandra for this! Well done!
Charity Big Breakfast
Meet friends, neighbours, relax, chill out and have a full English Breakfast with cereal, toast,
preserves and tea or coffee. Every Month at Withington Village Hall
Saturday 3rd November, Saturday 1st December,
Saturday 12th January, Saturday 16th February
08.30 to 10.00
All profits to charity
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St. Peter’s Church News
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St. Peter’s Church News
UPDATE on our APPEAL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS towards our planned IMPROVEMENTS
which is ONGOING.
The aim is to provide Toilet and kitchen facilities at the back of the church.
At the moment we don't even have a water supply connected to the church or even sewage
disposal!!
With these improvements plus better heating, comfortable chairs etc. the church could be used
for a lot more community functions.
This summer the Pop-Up-Cafe, every Thursday morning, has proved very successful, not only
socially but financially, raising £800 to go towards the improvements.
This autumn we are staging a WW1 Exhibition and concert (see details elsewhere in Magazine).
Also Withington School will be using the church for both their Harvest and Christingle Services.
We have built up a good library for people to use (the church is open every day between 10am
& 4pm).
Thankyou too, to all those who pop in with items for our box going to the Food Bank in Hereford.
Lastly, a BIG THANKYOU TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED in any way so far.
The cost for the work is approx. £80000.
So far, including some grant money, we have raised £13000. SO STILL A LONG WAY TO
GO!!!
If you would like more details of how you can help please contact Margaret Soutar on 850448
THANKYOU

Westhide
There is a definite feel of autumn in the air. Children have gone back to school, conkers are
being collected from the church yard and the smell of bonfire drifts through the air. All this means
that our harvest thanksgiving service can’t be far away – 11am Sunday 28th October followed
by lunch to be precise. As I am not sure when the magazine is distributed I will say no more
but posters will be up.
On November 11th, Remembrance Sunday, we will be ringing the church bells at 12 noon to
celebrate the declaration of peace 100 years ago. Please feel free to come in and pull a bell.
This might be something youngsters could get involved in, if they are around. It would be a story
for them to tell their grandchildren in years to come.
Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to making the silent auction and concert a
success, both socially and financially. We raised just over £1000 which has cheered up the
treasurer! Any ideas for future concerts would be welcome. We are keen to try and put on something which might have a wider appeal and are open to any suggestions.
On a personal note can I also thank those who helped with the preparation for Helen and Will’s
wedding, especially those who got the church yard organised. Ironically given this summer’s
weather it rained but this didn’t dampen spirts.
Judith
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Withington Group Parish Council
Your Withington Councillors are: Cllr Paul Bainbridge (Chair), Cllr Alison Bainbridge, Cllr
Kevin Hewison, Cllr Rachael Leake, Cllr Tom Nellist, Cllr Bob Wood, Cllr Jonathan Beech, Cllr
Martin Kirk (Footpaths Officer, Withington), Cllr Sarah Winwood.
Your Westhide Councillors are: Cllr Ralph Barber – Vice Chairman, Cllr Steve Scotcher, Cllr
James Callow (Footpaths Officer, Westhide)
Your Preston Wynne Councillors are: Cllr Simon Dent, Cllr Sue Rudd, Cllr Ed Simcock (Mrs
Simcock is Footpaths Officer, Preston Wynne)
To be put in contact with any of the above Councillors, please contact the clerk first at:
wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk
The Withington Group Parish Council held their last meeting on Thursday 20th September. Thirteen councillors were present, along with our Ward Councillor, David Greenow.
Business discussed at the meeting: The meeting heard of a number of concerns that had
been bought to them resulting from the opening of the chip shop, these included litter, parking
and the smell. These were all discussed, and it was thought that if parishioners had an issue
with the establishment, then they should in the first instance go and talk directly to the owner.
People using the chip shop are invited to park in the village hall car park should they wish to.
Parishioners were also reminded to please keep hedges on your property trimmed and off the
pathways or roads. The councillors had noted a number of pavements that were becoming very
narrow due to the size of hedges. Thank you so much for your co-operation with this.
New web site: please do look at our new web site, https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk/ , it
would be great if you would subscribe there, and you will then get updates direct from the PC.
Withington Group Parish Neighbourhood Plan: Your Village, Your Plan, Your Future:
The Parish Council approved the updated Neighbourhood Plan to go forward for Regulation 16,
and it will be forwarded to Herefordshire Council to start this next phase shortly. You can see the
current plan on the web site.
Footpaths Officer: Please don’t forget that we have a grant to keep the parish footpaths clear
and accessible, should you find broken styles or blocked footpaths, please can you let the
Parish Council clerk or your footpath officer know and they can try and get the problem dealt
with.
Tree Warden needed: This is a voluntary post, and ideally the Parish Council are looking for
some one with an interest in trees who is already walking the Parish footpaths. We just want to
be made aware of any trees that might be a possible danger to walkers or passers by. Tree
Wardens can have training and be part of a wider network should that be of interest to them. If
you are interested, do please contact the clerk to find out more.
Dates for future meetings; any member of the public can come to a Parish Council meeting,
and there is a space early on every agenda for members of the public to ask a question or to
raise a matter for the Council’s consideration. The next scheduled Parish Council meeting is at
7.30pm on the 15th November. If you want to know more about any of these topics, do please
look at our new website and see the draft minutes from the meeting.
Thank you. Mrs Sophie Glover, wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk Tel: 01432 270499 (Office hours
only please)
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Notice Board

BIRD BOXES AND
BIRD STANDS

CHRISTMAS IS ALMOST HERE.
WOULD YOU LIKE TO GIVE A
PRESENT THAT IS BESPOKE,
HAND MADE, HAND PAINTED AND
WILL GIVE PLEASURE FOR
YEARS?
PRICES START FROM £10
PLEASE ORDER AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE IF YOU REQUIRE YOUR
GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS.
TEL: 01432 850703
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Memories by Bryan Davies
A Christmas Tale
As a young man, before I became fully employed, I sought work at Christmas time with the Post Office
delivering the Christmas mail. My round was a tiny village some two to three miles from my home town.
Every day I would trek this distance with my bag full of letters, cards and small parcels.
One Christmas eve when the sky was an azure blue and the surrounding fields and hedges were covered in
white frost and the temperature so low that water froze almost instantly, I once again found myself
walking with my bag of mail to deliver to this village.
I had almost finished my round when I found just one more letter (bearing an Australian stamp) left in my
bag. I found the address, a small thatched cottage in its own grounds with a little bridge crossing a stream
(now frozen) on the front lawn. Smoke spiralled lazily from one of its two chimneys and its windows
shone in the morning light. I knocked the door which was answered after a while by a little old lady who
invited me in for a Christmas drink. This I accepted (as this was my last letter of the day).
I entered the lounge and it was like stepping back a hundred years in time. The whole place was
sparklingly clean and the black fireplace shone reflecting the light of the flames which curled warmly and
lazily up the chimney. On a large rug in front of the fire sat a huge black tom cat which immediately
purred loudly when I tickled its chin. Suspended over the fire was a huge black kettle which hissed a
Christmas greeting as I looked at it.
The room itself was clearly prepared for Christmas. Its white painted walls were hung with the occasional
picture behind which nestled the festive twigs of holly and mistletoe. On the mantelpiece sat a portrait of
a handsome young man – her son who now lived and worked in Australia.
I reached into my bag, withdrew the remaining card and gave it to her. Her face was a picture to behold as
with trembling fingers she tore open the envelope and took out the card. Her excitement was palpable and
her eyes glistened with tears.
“It’s from my son in Australia” she whispered.
“I have been waiting all week for this.” She walked over to the Mantelpiece and placed the card in a space
clearly reserved for this special gift.
She invited me to sit down and take off my rather cumbersome bag and overcoat. Then she disappeared
into another room, presumably the kitchen, from where she reappeared carrying a dish of steaming mince
pies. From a nearby cupboard she produced a bottle of cream sherry and two glasses and with a slightly
shaky hand she poured out its golden contents. While munching the mince pies we raised our glasses and
wished each other a Merry Christmas. The time came for me to leave, so with a parting wish for her to
have a Happy Christmas, she opened the door for me and stood there waving as I left. She was so clearly
delighted to receive the card and my company, if only for a brief time. So warm and touching was her
welcome that the memory of it has stayed with me for over 50 years.
Two years later I was given the same postal round and although this time I had no card to deliver, I
thought I would visit her and wish her a Happy Christmas. This time however, the sky was overcast and
as I approached the cottage, the first few flakes of snow drifted down silently around me covering the
little bridge and the cottage in a light blanket of white.
To my dismay, the garden was now overgrown. No smoke spiralled form the chimney and the old front
door hung lopsidedly on its hinges. The windows were grime covered and one or two panes were broken.
I walked up to the door and was about to knock when a man’s voice from behind me said ”You won’t find
her there mate. You’ll have to visit the churchyard.” I turned to ask what had happened to her, but my
informant had disappeared, leaving light footprints in the now thickening snow.
With a heavy heart I trudged home in the gathering darkness. I only hope that she now rests in peace.
Bryan
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Withington Village Hall
This is the Autumn / Winter update for the November / December Magazine
Painting
The internal painting has now finished and the hall looks much smarter.
The external metalwork is in need of being painted – this will be dealt with in 2019.
Car Parking
There are still times when car parking at the Village Hall is a problem, particularly when there
is a large event at the hall at the same time as football matches. Most people manage to park
on the grass (on the right behind the Coppice Close sign and using the drop in the footpath to
get on the grass) or on the left hand side (the grassed area by the flagpole (access is more
difficult).
Please park without disrupting traffic to the residents of Coppice Close. The Village Hall
committee are aware of these problems and discussions are taking place with Withington
Group Parish Council to see if we can extend the car park in the short term rather than in the
distant future.
200 Club Winners;
August 2018

September 2018

£25.00 No 41 Ben Soutar
£10.00 No 53 Wallace Brown
£10.00 No 11 Rebecca Davies
£10.00 No 191 Hilary Bulmer
October 2018

£25.00
£10.00
£10.00
£10.00

£25.00
£10.00
£10.00
£10.00

No 130
No 98
No 107
No 82

J Powell
Mr & Mrs Crump
Mr & Mrs Hallybone
Mr & Mrs Hallybone

No 105 Mr & Mrs Howe
No 141 Mark Harris
No 194 Tim Hinton
No 133 Martin Kirk

The proceeds from the 200 Club help us to maintain the Village hall such as the
painting reported above.
The main lights in the hall are in process of being changed to LED type. The
original halogen lights are now 19 years old and are more expensive to run – time
moves on.
Kevin Hewison, Chairman

Elizabeth Byworth Charity
The Trustees meet quarterly (March, June, September and December).
If you are under 25 and live in Withington, Westhide or Eau Withington and would like some assistance
with purchasing books, equipment, tools, educational visits, uniforms, etc. please contact me at the
address below. Applications should be made in writing stating name, age and approximate cost of items
required and sent to:
Clerk to the Trustees, Margaret Soutar, 3 Duke Street, Withington. HR1 3QD or email:
Margaret.soutar@btinternet.com
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Memories by Bryan Davies
A Visit to the Holy Land
Some years ago while on holiday in Cyprus, my wife and I decided to visit the Holy Land. This meant a
trip by sea to Port Said and from there a four hour coach ride under armed guard to Jerusalem. We stopped
at the West Bank for lunch before continuing with our journey.
First of all we visited the fields where the shepherds, while watching their flock that night, were visited by
an angel. Although the gospel does not localize the exact place where the shepherds were, local tradition
has fixed the site in a field some two miles east of Bethlehem.
Our next visit was the Church of the Nativity. The outside aspect of this resembles a mediaeval fortress.
The facade is now encircled by the walls of three convents. A small, narrow doorway (deliberately so to
prevent mounted soldiers from entering to destroy it) meant we had to stoop to enter the rectangular
shaped cave. It is lit by 48 lamps and the spot where Christ was born is marked by a silver star (“We have
seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him…And lo, the star went before them till it came to
the place where the child was.”) with the Latin inscription, “Hic de Maria Virgin Jesus Christus Natus
est” (Here Christ was born). The Holy Manger lies to the right, the cave ceiling blackened by the smoke of
candles and lamps.
Later we followed the walk along the original pathway Jesus followed carrying the cross to Calvary –
THE VIA DOLOROSA (WAY OF SORROWS).
“So they took Jesus to a place of the Skull – Golgotha.” The church of the Holy Sepulchre, which is the
most sacred place of Christianity, stands over Golgotha, the place of the crucifixion, and the tomb where
the body of Jesus was laid.
CALVARY. There are two chapels at the top of Calvary. One is believed to be the site of the crucifixion
where behind the altar stands a magnificent statue of Christ on the cross and belongs to the Greek Orthodox church, the second is believed to be the site where Jesus was stripped of his garments and nailed to the
cross. This belongs to the Roman Catholic church.
THE TOMB in the garden where Christ was crucified was hewn out of the rock and holds a marble slab
which marks the place where the body of Jesus was laid. This we were allowed to enter where I stood for a
while not quite believing that I was actually standing probably, in the very place where Christ was laid.
Following this visit we could see not too far away, the Mount of Olives and at the foot of the mountain, the
Garden of Gethsemane where Christ and his disciples gathered before he was crucified. It was a spot
favoured by Jesus where he often went for His retreats and prayer. This is the Garden where Jesus, on His
last night, underwent the most sorrowful hour of His passion, the hour in which He chose to suffer and die
on the cross, the place where the disciples fled and left Him. Today the beautiful Church of Gethsemane
stands on the site and the garden still holds Roman olive trees which botanists claim could well have been
there during the time of Christ. If not they are without doubt the shoots of those under which Jesus prayed
on the night of His agony. A colleague of mine (not a man who cried easily) once told me that when he
visited the Garden and stood in the places where Jesus had been, he had to sit down where he wept briefly,
uncontrollably. I think I know what he meant!
So far I have written, without passion, of the places I visited. To stand in the field where the shepherds
watched over their flock that night and saw the angel who brought them the news of Christ’s birth; to visit
the manger where Christ was born, or to kneel before the cross at Calvary, were experiences which will
stay with me for ever as all my life I have been taught and have taught others about the life of Christ. To
many of us it is a natural part of our daily lives.
There were times during the visit when my thoughts would span the years to the days of my childhood
experiences in that Welsh chapel so many years ago. Now I was living the dream which I never thought
would become reality – to walk in the places where Christ walked and to see the garden where He suffered
before His crucifixion; rare experiences in life, which are to be savoured whether you are a Christian or
not! Hopefully, one day I shall return.
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Withington Primary School
NEWS FROM WITHINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
The seasons are changing, the nights are drawing in, but the children at Withington Primary are still
working hard and having fun! It has been lovely to see the children settle into their new classes and
great to meet new families joining our school. The autumn term is packed full of exciting events
including trips to Techniquest, Cardiff Castle & Growing Local at Court Farm
BREAKFAST CLUB & AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
The autumn term sees our breakfast club continue. This club has been hugely popular, it allows parents to
drop their children off at 8.00am each morning. Children enjoy breakfast whilst catching up with their
friends around the breakfast table. We also offer after school club until 5.30pm. This service will be run
at our federated primary school; Broadlands Primary.
RECEPTION INTAKE SEPTEMBER 2019
If you have a son / daughter who will be starting school in September, why not pay us a visit. We were
visited by OFSTED this March and rated GOOD once again, check out our report via the following link
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/116748.
We also have some vacancies in certain year groups, whilst some are now FULL. Give our school office
a ring and we would be happy to show you round our wonderful school.
Ring the school office on 01432 850289 and arrange a visit.
CHRISTMAS FAYRE - SEE ADVERT ON PAGE 19

Competition Results - Naming of Fish & Chip Shop

Sharan Sednaoui,
the runners-up of the name competition.
Although the name wasn't adopted for the new Fish and Chip Shop the runners-up suggestion of
‘ First Class Plaice’ tied in very well with the Post Office.
The runners-up both enjoyed a meal for two as their prize!
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Local History by Laureen Willmott
OLD GROVE
Old Grove consists of a small number of residences, one of which is post medieval dated from
1590, and was a small holding complete with old cider house. It was to this house, that Albert
Hinton aged about 10 years came with his family. He was born in Lyde in 1889 to Anne and Tom
Hinton. He attended Withington school, which was then in Veldo Lane.
The Headmaster at that time was Mr. Mauvan to whom there is a dedicated plaque in the
Church. Albert was at the school at the same time as one Gilbert Perkins, whose dad was a blacksmith and wheelwright, as well as the local Undertaker. They lived at the Old Post Office near
Cross Keys.
Mr. Mauvan had a badly deformed leg but it didn’t prevent him from maintaining discipline. He
had a kind nature and treated the children in the school fairly.
Albert would not have worn a school uniform, because many families were very poor, and this
was reflected in their manner of dress. All children wore boots, because shoes for children were
too expensive.
Writing was done on a slate using a slate pencil, which was very easy to rub out. Albert
remembers carrying a slate on his back on the way home from school. The set homework he was
to do was written on the slate, and the temptation was too great for other children. They would
run up from behind and rub out the text. Because of this he couldn’t do his homework, and
would probably have been caned the next day. Albert, because he was the youngest of the
family, did not have to pay the 1 penny charge to attend the school. Albert used to make few
pennies cleaning shoes at ‘The Green’, ( once the village pub ) This was a common haunt for the
coach drivers, after stabling their horses in the barn opposite. The barn still stands, now, as a
house. After refreshment the coach drivers would retire to Green Cottage, across the road from
The Green.
Albert wasn’t very good at cleaning shoes, as he had more black polish on himself than the shoes.
At this time ‘The Green’ was occupied by the Parson/curate, who also employed him to do
gardening jobs. When in the green house, he came across tomatoes, something he had never
seen before, so he sneakily tried to eat one, but disliked intensely and dropped it on the floor.
The next day when he went to the house, he was asked “who was the little boy who tried the
tomato?” He pretended not to know anything about it.
Albert would have passed the lamp on the green. It was located where the war memorial now
stands. It was said that the light could be seen from Bank House at the top end of Duke Street.
The light was gas powered and a lamp lighter was employed to light it at dusk and extinguish it
the following morning.
Lunch times at school must have been fun, because the pack lunches children brought to school
would be washed down with a bottle of cider, carried often in an old medicine bottle. School
water came from a well and was unfit to drink. As most families made their own cider, it was at
that time, the drink of choice.
Gilbert Perkins stated that at the age of 14, he started work at Stonehouse Farm, then owned by
Mr. Yeomans. His wages were 2 shillings and six pence per week for 61 hours of work, with a half
gallon of cider per day. When Albert reached school leaving age, the day came for him to take an
exam, which would indicate if he had reached a good enough standard to leave education. He
had to walk to Tarrington to sit the exam, and before leaving his Teacher who was probably Mrs
Mauvan, wished him good luck and said,” see you this afternoon.” Albert’s response was,” If I
pass I won’t be back.”
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Local History by Laureen Willmott
On passing the exam he went straight to Stonehouse Farm, where Mr Yeomans sent him out to
cut down and collect raspberry canes on the sloping banks of the Love and Harestone fields
alongside the Bromyard Road. He worked all day by himself collecting the canes for kindling.
There was a large herd of cows at Stonehouse, which were milked three times a day. Albert
would go out on a cart twice a day to sell the milk. In the morning it was one penny’s worth but
in the afternoon the cost varied to what ever the purchaser could afford for the amount given.
The milk was ladled from a churn into whatever the villager had to collect it.
He ended his time of work with Mr Yeomans, and moved on to the railway as a porter in Wales,
living away from home. For this he received 10shillings a week. One day he saw a soldier getting
off a train and thought, ”That’s what I’m going to do.” He joined up and eventually spent a long
period of service in India. He left the army some time before the outbreak of the first world war
and joined the reserves from 1914 to 18.
He was posted to Ireland in the early stages of the Irish uprising, and later, to the war zone in
Europe. Like many men who were engaged in that conflict, he never spoke of it. Sometime after
returning from Europe, he married Gwendoline Carey, whose mother kept a shop, Post Office
and Bakery in Duke Street in a cottage, now called East View. Albert himself had started a milk
round.
Gwendoline, later died of a heart attack. They had no children. Albert, three years later married
Margery, she also died, again without any children. This left him very depressed and lonely,
finding living on his own very difficult. Two years later in 1954 he employed Renee as a housemaid. Renee had known Albert for a long time because he was the same age as her parents.
Renee was born in 1925 in Withies Cottage (now Lilac cottage) on the Worcester Road opposite
the used car dealership. Her mother was Rose Cole who, with all the rest of the family, were
born in Withington. Dad was a Farm labourer and of course had to go where the work was. So
they moved to Eaton Bishop, but eventually, again due to lack of employment returned to
Withington to the cottage on the side of the hill at Old Grove. Renee only spent one year at
Withington school , because by then she was thirteen. She well remembers the ”dreaded Mrs
Fowler” who lived in Duc cottage in Duc Street. Mrs Fowler was in charge of the infants and was
very strict.
Marion Lister, who wrote down many of her memories for the early copies of the Withington
Magazine, started her teaching career with Mrs Fowler.
Other teachers at the school were Miss Preece, and the headmaster Mr. Skipp. Renee remembers being sent by Mr. Skipp to the Post Office, which is now East View cottage, to post letters,
and old Mr. Carey would give her a sweet. She remembers being with Miss Preece and making a
dress by hand for a competition at the Withington Show. She also entered a pair of pillow-cases
with scalloped edges and won first prize for each, winning a total of 6shillings. That paid for a
pair of new shoes.
She remembers that every school day began with scripture lessons and often doing cookery in
the village Hall afterwards. One thing that sticks in Renee’s mind was that her Mother always
said that she should wear stockings, and in her last year at school and was always being told to
put the seams straight. One day she went straight from Church on her bicycle to visit an Aunt
who lived by Lugg bridge. She did not usually wear stockings when she rode her bike, but on
this occasion she was in a hurry.
Her Aunt had 7 children and their dad worked on the railway, so it seemed he had enough
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Local History by Laureen Willmott
money to buy comics, which then would be handed down to Renee. She gratefully accepted these
and rolled them up in a bundle on her handlebars. All was okay until she got to the steep hill
going down into Old Grove. She saw a lorry parked in the small road by the cottage, and in
attempting to cycle round it she came off her bicycle and ruined her stockings. Mum was very
unhappy about this. Mum was also displeased when Renee wanted to cut off her long hair
because her friend Gertie had cut hers. Eventually she had her own way and had her hair cut
because she was going into service at Hagley Court in Lugwardine.
Even when she started work at Hagley, Renee would come home on her half days to help with
the hops. As a baby she was pushed in her pram by her Mother to go hop picking. Apparently on
one occasion, her brother let her out of the pram and she wandered around and lost a shoe, an
expensive item in those days. Despite much searching it was not found until the following year.
At five years old she knew all about hops and she loved it. Collecting hops and placing them into
an inverted umbrella which, when full, would be emptied into the crib (a large sheet of sacking,
suspended over a frame).
Before the family moved back to Withington, Renee would take her youngest brother with her
to Pole hop yard, and remembers asking the pole man to pull hops down for her. The
incentive was, that having her own crib, whatever she picked, was accredited to her. The hop
yards were around the school she attended, which was three miles from home. Feeling sick
one day and wanting to drink all the time, she was forced to stay at home and was diagnosed
with yellow jaundice. She remembers going for a weeks holiday with her Aunt in Withington.
Work in the hop yards wasn’t just for a few weeks in Autumn, but all year round, tying in,
mending sacks, washing the blankets used by hop pickers, but the money was always useful,
as it was always in short supply. Four shillings a week to rent a cottage out of 30 shillings a
week pay. So any extra jobs and income were most welcome.
Renee was always a committed Churchgoer from an early age. Before coming to Withington,
she went to Sunday school, and Church in Much Cowarne. When the family moved back to
Withington, it was to the house on the bank of Old Grove. Renee then went to Sunday school
and Church in this village. Sunday school was within the School and conducted by Mr. Meake,
the Church Warden.
In her younger days Renee took over the Sunday School herself as John Hall another senior
resident, clearly remembers. After Sunday school Renee would troop over to the Church with
her younger brothers and a number of small children for a 6.30 service.
The job at Hagley Court, was the first full time one that Renee had. With the outbreak of war
she was called up for national service, and chose to go to the fever Hospital at Burghill. At the
end of the war she returned to Hagley Court for 18 Months until Miss Hopton, her employer
died. From Hagley Court she went into service at Malvern for 7 years.
She returned to Withington in 1954 because her parents needed help. Dad had retired, which
meant they lost their tied cottage, and her Mother was riddled with arthritis. So she and her
brother bought Bank Cottage in Bank Lane so the family had a roof over their heads. Renee
took the job as house-keeper to Albert and soon became fully involved in village life, even
being on the committee of the W.I. and being sent to London as W.I. rep. In 1963 she and
Albert were married, and Tim was born the following year.
Renee seemed to be involved heavily with every thing in village life. As well as being chairlady
of the W.I. before she had Tim, she had her cleaning jobs, milking, gardening, etc. Meanwhile
she was still heavily involved with the Church, taking Sunday school, even collecting and
returning the children involved.
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Often the children’s choir was disappointing, because having regularly taught and transported
them, they didn’t bother to attend on Sunday. She also washed all the surpluses and would
organise coffee once a Month in the bell tower, using milk from her own cows that had to be
boiled and put into a big flask. Her husband Albert ran a milk round in the village when he
came out of the army. Originally using a pony and cart, Renee remembers Albert telling her
how, when delivering to the village school, the pony would wander around to the village hall
next door, for titbits from school dinners that were cooked there. Renee was very involved with
keeping this milk round business going.
Albert died when Tim was 12 years of age, and there was need to supplement the family
income, so Renee applied for the job of dinner lady at the school, as well as having to milk the
cow and rear calves, pick apples etc. She remained as a dinner lady until the school moved to a
new location, and cooked dinner’s stopped. Her job then changed to playground duties as Mrs.
Eckley who previously filled the role, retired. Renee also regularly had to drive to Town for the
Market, taking calves and other products, but about 30 years ago, had to give up driving
because her eyesight deteriorated.
To this day in spite of her age and failed sight, she still remains very interested in what happens
in the Village, and likes to take part wherever she can.

Contact Names and Telephone Numbers
Byworth Trust Clerk:

Margaret Soutar

Police:

Safer Neighbourhood Team PC Bart McDonagh

St. Peters Church:

Rector
Church Warden
PCC Secretary
Bell Ringing
Chairman
Booking Secretary
Clerk
Chairman
Vice-Chairman

Village Hall:
WG Parish Council:

Whitestone Chapel
Withington Football Club: Chairman

Jane Davies
Kevin Hewison
Margaret Soutar
Kevin Hewison
Kevin Hewison
Kathy Fields
Sophie Glover
Paul Bainbridge
Ralph Barber
Ian Porter

101
850244
850074
850448
850074
850074
851001
270499
850655
853068
01981 540388

Steve Caine
Secretary Ray Rice

851857
850669
850356
850289

Margaret Thompson

850182

Withington Post Office:
Withington Primary School:
Withington Parish Magazine: Editor

850448

Withington Village Store:

851777

16

Preston Wynne
Preston Wynne News November/December
Hello Everyone,
As we write the Autumn colours are gorgeous and when the sun is out so is the temperature for
this time of year. Thinking back though that’s not so unusual as in early September during hop
-picking last year some of us sat outside Court Farm during lunchtime tucking into a fab roast
dinner washed down with cider and it was almost too hot. Probably by the time you read this it
will be all change. A newspaper article way back in the early Spring when we had all that rainfall (remember that?) stated that we were in for 60 days of sunshine, I remember thinking “nah!
That’ll never happen” wrong! Now someone has told me that they heard we were in for four
months of really hard winter, - not saying a word……!
Church Services
Nov. 11th 9.30 A.M REMEMBRANCE SERVICE - THE NEWLY RENOVATED CHURCH
BELL WILL BE RUNG AT NOON
Nov. 25th 9.30 a.m. Family Service t.b.c
Dec. 23rd CAROL SERVICE 11.15 am
Now that the exterior scaffolding has been removed the improved appearance of the church
can be fully appreciated – it looks great. The newsletters which are put together by Andrew
Marson and are hand-delivered to all parishioners detail all the information on the renovation.
The Ride and Stride day worked out well with over 20 visitors, and about £620 being raised to
be shared between Herefordshire Historic Churches Trust and Preston Wynne Church. Well
done everyone who took part and helped to contribute in any way
Hall News

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR Saturday 17th November from 11.00am. Come along for
great ideas for Christmas presents, there will be the usual stalls and light lunches will
be served.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH Sunday 9th December at 12.30 pm. This is usually
very well attended so early booking is essential. Please phone Tricia on
820650. Father Christmas will come along as usual and bring hearty appetites
with you for your roast turkey with all the trimmings.

Finally it is with great regret that we have to report on the loss of Helen Jones’s father and also
the death of Grahame Terry both of whom will be missed more than words can say. Our
thoughts are with both families at this sad time.
With love,
Hilary and Tricia
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Kiddies Corner
Christmas Tree Advent Calendar. This Christmas tree advent calendar is fun to make with your
youngest children and they will love sticking the brightly coloured pompoms on each day!
You will need:
Green card, Backing piece of card, Small dot circles, Pom poms, Glue
Instructions:



Cut a Christmas tree shape from the green card.



Glue to the backing card.



Write the numbers 1-24 on the stickers, and stick them to the tree.



On each day of Advent, glue a pompom on top of the correctly numbered sticker.

By Christmas Eve your tree will be fully decorated!

3D Christmas Snowman. This 3D Christmas snowman is very quick to make and you can really go to
town with the decorating! You could give this as a 3D Christmas snowman card, or just put him out on
display.
You will need:
Printer card (or print onto paper and use as templates) Pens, colouring pencils
or crayons Bits and pieces to stick on if you like.

Christmas Jokes for Kids
Why is it always cold at Christmas?
What is Santa’s dog called?
Why are Christmas trees like bad knitters?
Why are turkeys wiser than chickens?

Because it’s in Decemberrrr!
Santa Paws!
They both drop needles!
Ever heard of Kentucky Fried Turkey?
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We clean your oven ……
so you don’t have to!
Call today to have your oven, hob,
extractor or Aga professionally cleaned

Colin Hadley contact details
Telephone: 01885 400337
Mobile: 07817 477850
19
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Accounts preparation, self assessment tax
returns, business and personal tax
planning, V.A.T, payroll and bookkeeping
services

Mike Cole fcca
4 The Sheepcote, Monks Orchard, Lumber
Lane, Lugwardine, Hereford HR1 4AG

Tel: (01432) 853125
Email: info@coleaccountants.co.uk
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DAVID LAWRENCE
~BUILDER~
Established 1984 ~ Fully Insured
Small Repairs
Complete Renovations
Roofing
Repointing
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Plumbing
Tiling
Electrics
Painting
Decoration
Landscaping
Whatever your property requires

Tel: 01432 880080
Tel: 07702 271 663
Firethorn, Churchway, Sutton St Nicholas,
Hereford, HR1 3BD
lawrencefamilyhereford@hotmail.com
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