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Editorial
Dear All,
Welcome to the Spring edition of the magazine, my favourite season where the countryside
displays its vibrant green regrowth and colourful palette; where birds serenade us with song and
animals emerge from hibernation. We are so lucky in being able to experience this spectacular
display - I hope you enjoy it as well.
I have pleasure in welcoming Bev once again advertising her Zumba classes in Withington
Village Hall (see advert on page 17), it sounds a fun way of keeping fit! Good luck Bev in your
endeavours in trying to keep us fit and healthy!
I am pleased to promote Doverman’s and their new advert offering a free valet when using their
services - (see advert on page 2 for eligible work). Don’t forget to mention Withington Magazine
when booking to take advantage of the offer.
We are appealing for help in delivering the magazines to houses in the Cross Keys area. The
voluntary work would occur just six times per year, and if you are interested please contact Ruth
Hewison (01432 850074 ) for further details.
We are pleased to confirm that magazines can be collected from: * Withington Post Office *,
* St. Peter’s church Withington*
* Radway Bridge Garden Centre*
* Cross Keys Pub*
We are looking for more collection points in the area and will confirm additional ones in the next
edition of the magazine.
Keep safe everyone.
Best wishes,
Margaret

Taken from ‘Your Herefordshire’ Facebook page:
Hereford Cops
Following our post about officers finding a bike that had been
potentially stolen we have been contacted by a number of people
wondering where they can find their bike frame number. If you turn
your bike upside down, the most common place to find the frame
number is as pictured.

DEADLINE FOR THE MAY/JUNE EDITION OF THE MAGAZINE:
7TH APRIL 2022

Email: withingtonmagazine@gmail.com
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Tel: 01432 850182

Tree Warden Report

Withington Book Club
Our group had a brilliant festive get together at the Three Horseshoes in Little Cowarne, chosen
because one of our members was married by the chef (who is also authorised to carry out
weddings). It was great to get together and have a good old chinwag!
Recently, we read and discussed ‘ Nicholas Nickleby’ by
Charles Dickens. Nearly 1000 pages long, it was a good job
we had a bit longer to read it! It took a while to get into the
language and structure of the book but we all agreed it was
a very powerful novel .
Nowadays, we are often tempted to criticise aspects of
modern life. Reading this book made us all wonder how
we might have coped in latter days. For instance, Wackford
Squeers and Dotheboys Hall, a ‘school ‘in Yorkshire. It would
have been placed in Special Measures by Ofsted these days,
at the very least! The book is a very interesting tale of how Nicholas Nickleby braved all sorts
of trials and tribulations to right the wrongs he encountered along the way, from being a
teacher at the school to meeting and, eventually, marrying Madeline. It all, sort of, ended
happily ever after.
Our upcoming books include ‘ Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens and ‘The Murder of
Roger Ackroyd’ by Agatha Christie.
Plans are afoot to hold our monthly meetings face to face, taking turns in each other’s homes,
from our April meeting onwards.
If you’re interested, please ring Sue on 851710
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Withington Village Hall

We need to do something in our Village to
celebrate the occasion.
What would you like to happen?
Would the event(s) be at the Village Hall,
Withington Fields, street parties or where?

Are you willing to give your views, your suggestions, your help, your time?
It is planned to hold a meeting in the village hall to sound out ideas and to
form an organising group as required early in March.
Names please to Kevin Hewison, Parish Council Chair
01432 850074 or 07973 964885
or kevinhewison@btopenworld.com
WE NEED YOUR HELP to get this organised

St. Peter’s Church News
Big Breakfast.
Two Big Breakfasts have been held in the Village Hall since Christmas, on January 8th and February 5th.
They have both been most enjoyable and relaxed, people relishing the chance to chat with neighbours
and meet new people whilst tucking in!
Though the January turnout was rather low, (very poor weather, and just after Christmas) we were back
up to normal levels in February.
Proceeds for the 2 months, (January £100, February £230) were both split equally between the Midlands
Air Ambulance and Withington Church. Of course, our friend Sandra made a cake to raffle each time,
boosting our takings! Thank you to all who help in running the Big Breakfasts, and to all who support
us by coming!
Hope to see you and maybe some more new people in March and April!
Next Big Breakfasts

March 5th


Leominster Charity The Teddy Trust – providing and sending
cuddly teddies to children traumatised by war, starvation and
abuse across the world.



St Peters Withington

April 9th


Local Charity the Marches Family Network – care and support
to children with disabilities and their families.



St Peters Withington
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St. Peter’s Church News
Each year during Lent there is the opportunity for us to come together to follow a course to
help us deepen and widen our understandings of some aspect of faith. This year we will be
following the material which the Church of England has set out in its most recent attempts to
advance the discussion on issues of gender and sexuality. Called ‘Living in Love and Faith’
the course’s resources are designed to encourage and enable engagement and learning as part
of a way forward for the Church in what has been, historically, difficult territory to navigate.
The hope is that by talking about these issues in open, informed and mutually respectful ways
we can begin to discern together a way forward. I hope very much that you will be interested
in joining in with the debate. We are going to be meeting every Tuesday at noon for four
weeks, beginning on 8th March. Do please let me know if you would like to be involved –
everyone is very welcome.
Recently understandings about some of these issues have been shifting within other churches
and denominations and it may be helpful, if you are thinking about joining in, to have a bit of
background on what has been happening and what may come about in the future.
In June 2021, the Methodist church became the largest religious denomination in the UK to
allow same-sex marriage. Soon after, the Anglican Church in Wales voted to introduce special
blessings for same-sex married couples. In the Episcopal Church in Scotland same-sex
marriage has been permitted since 2017. In England, by comparison, we have experienced
more than a decade of bitter deadlock and hurtful division. However, there are signs that
progress is being made toward a resolution.
In April this year, a church-wide consultation on sexuality (of which Living in Love and Faith
forms a major part) will come to an end, with its findings due to be published in the autumn
under the title ‘Listening to the Whole Church’. The intention, according to the bishop of
London, the Right Rev Sarah Mullally, is to find “a way forward for the church in relation to
human identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage”. A commitment has been made to
establishing a clear direction of travel at a General Synod in February 2023.
There are a great many people, given what has happened in Wales and Scotland especially,
who believe it is an absurdity that gay and lesbian English Anglicans should be obliged to
travel to Cardiff or Edinburgh for a church blessing or wedding. Equally, the requirement that
gay Anglican clergy remain celibate in relationships is seen has having blighted lives and
fostered an un-Christian culture of suspicion and surveillance. Many argue that the church’s
continued rigid stance on same-sex relationships is undermining its outreach efforts, particularly in relation to the young.
When the time comes to make that decision early next year, it will need to be taken in an
atmosphere of mutual respect and compromise. The Church in Wales has agreed a
“conscience clause” allowing individual clergy members to opt out of offering blessings to
same-sex couples. Whichever route the Church of England chooses to take I hope and pray it
will be bold in reading the signs of the times rather than rely on narrow readings of scripture.
The overwhelming message of the gospel is one of loving inclusivity – a message we may all
need to remind ourselves of from time to time.
With every blessing, Simon
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St. Peter’s Church News
THANKS
Burns Night Celebration Supper
A really lovely evening, so welcome after so many Covid restrictions. Of course, we were still being
careful, and though the hall looked full, the tables were more spaced than on previous Burns Nights.
We served about 60 meals with the traditional food: 3 courses, with an acclaimed haggis main course,
piped in by an excellent piper in highland dress.
Entertainment with audience participation was provided by singers Caroline Tarlton and Andy Taylor,
with some keyboard accompaniment by Sheila Thackwray.
The proceeds of the evening came to a wonderful £840, which is split between the churches of St Peter
Withington and St John the Baptist Weston Beggard, as a joint venture.

The Bartestree Cross Group A Pilgrimage for Holy Week 2022
Monday 11th April
Lugwardine to Withington
Tuesday 12th April
Withington to Westhide
Wednesday 13th April
Westhide to Weston Beggard
Thursday 14th April
Weston Beggard to Dormington*
We depart at 6pm each evening. There will
be prayers at the beginning and refreshment
at the end of each walk (*Maunday Thursday communion at Dormington 7pm). Do
one walk, a couple, or all of them. Bring
your children, your dogs, your friends;
everyone is very welcome
simon.tarlton@gmail.com
507986 / 07462 893457
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Memories by Bryan Davies
Experiences of a young police officer in the
R.A.F. Police
Just after my 18th, birthday (1950) I realised that I would soon be called up to do my
National Service, however the call never came, so being of an honest nature and
slightly nervous, I contacted the phone number for those who were expected to join
the R.A.F. Soon after I received a letter asking me to present myself at R.A.F.
Warrington.
I left home by taxi at six in the morning to catch a bus from a nearby town for
Aberystwyth leaving a tearful mum on the doorstep. From there I caught a train
which took me to Crew, a large and very busy station; then another train to
Warrington. I had never travelled by train before, so having to change trains etc., I
was a little late arriving. The sentry on the main gate demanded to know what I
wanted, so I told him I was a new recruit. I finally made it and had safely reached
my destination.
It was now nearly Christmas time, so we all, 92 recruits, stayed for a few weeks to
be kitted out with uniform etc. Many forms had to be completed, but this was
difficult because the ink in the inkwells had frozen. With Christmas fast approaching it was now time for us to be posted to another station where we did our Square
Bashing (marching etc).
Consequently, I was posted to a station near Gloucester. Then, almost immediately
we were all sent home for two weeks leave.
On our return after Christmas we started on our basic training, so tough (I was told)
that if we saw anything that moved we were to salute it and if it didn't move, then we
were to blanco it, (paint it white).
Soon it was time to end our basic training and decide which branch of the air force
we wanted to join. Some wanted to do office work, others Physical Training etc. We
lined up outside on a special parade inspected by a Squadron Leader who sported a
large, magnificent moustache. As he stopped with me he asked which branch of the
air force I wished to join. I replied that I wanted to be a dog handler. He looked quite
surprised at me and asked why. I had to think quickly as I hadn't anticipated the
question, so I told him how much I wanted a dog, but that my mother would not let
me have one. The Squadron Leader said, “Jolly Good, well done”. It was of course
totally the wrong answer. I should have replied something about security, airfield
patrols, etc.
However I was soon on my way to R.A.F. Netheravon the dog training station for the
R.A.F. I was given a young alsatian bitch (Yetta) to train who became my faithful
partner for nearly two years. Yetta will stay in my heart for ever as a true friend and
companion. By now, 70 years on, she will be long gone, but memories linger on.
W.B.D.

To be continued

(images taken from Bing search-engine for
illustration only)
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Withington Group Parish Council
Update from Withington Group Parish Council –
Withington Group Parish Council represents Withington, Westhide and Preston Wynne and
meets every two months, usually at Withington village hall, but the venue is always promoted
along with the agenda on the parish notice boards and on the web site at least 3 working days
prior to a meeting. All meetings are open to the public who are welcome to attend. Councillors
are volunteers who are elected every three years.
Dog mess is increasingly a problem in all of the group of parishes. Please can all dog owners
remember that bagged dog poo can be disposed of in any public bin – this is far preferable than
leaving your filled bags on the paths.
Your Withington Councillors are:Kevin Hewison (Chair), Alison Bainbridge, Barclay Rogers, Tom Nellist, Bob Wood, Jonathan
Beech, Howard Mansell, Bob Rudd, John Bennett (footpaths officer) and Ingrid Heatly (who is
also the tree warden).
Your Westhide Councillors are :Judith Howe (Vice Chair), Julie Williams (footpaths officer) and Anna Green.
Your Preston Wynne Councillors are:Simon Dent, Sue Rudd and Paul Hudd – Bob Rudd is the Parish footpaths officer.
You can contact them via the parish clerk on : wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk

If you spot a problem on any of the parish footpaths or on Withington Field, do please report it
through the clerk and we can try and get the matter resolved.
Update on key issues being looked at currently by the WGPC include installing CCTV cameras
on the village hall, the possibility of having an electric car charge point at the village hall and of
course representing the group of parishes with comments on planning applications that come in
to the three villages. If you have some thing that you would like the Parish Council to look into
further, do come to a meeting or send an e mail to the clerk.
Sophie Glover
Withington Group Parish Council Clerk
Email: wgpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk
website:

www.withingtongroupparishes.org.uk
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Astronomy Calendar
March 2: New Moon. Dark nights a few days before and after the Moon reaches its New Moon phase at 17:34 are
the best nights to do some night sky watching.
March 18: Worm Moon. The Full Moon in March is traditionally called Worm Moon, after earthworms that tend to
appear around this time in many locations in the Northern Hemisphere.
March 20: March Equinox. The March equinox is the first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere and the start
of fall in the Southern Hemisphere, by astronomical definitions.
Mar 20: Venus at Greatest Elongation West. Venus shines brightly as the “morning star,” appearing at its farthest
distance from the Sun.
April 1: New Moon.

April 4/5: Earthshine Nights.

The Waxing and Waning Crescent Moon phases
in April and May are the best time to see earthshine, where
the unlit part of the Moon becomes visible. It is also known
as Da Vinci glow.

April 16: Pink Moon. April's Full Moon is traditionally known as the Pink Full Moon.
April 22/23: Lyrid Meteor Shower. The Lyrid meteor shower is expected to peak around April 22 and 23,
depending on your location.
April 26/27: Earthshine Nights.
Apr 29: Mercury at Greatest Elongation East. This might be a good time to try and spot Mercury: the planet
appears at its farthest distance from the Sun in the evening sky.
April 30: Partial Solar Eclipse
The first eclipse of 2022 is a partial solar eclipse visible from
southern South America, parts of Antarctica, and over the Pacific
and Atlantic Oceans.
Protect your eyes. Never look directly at the Sun!

April 30: New Moon / Black Moon. The second New Moon in a single calendar month is known as a Black Moon.
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Royal National College
WILL WRITING
FORTNIGHT
21 March – 1 April 2022
On our 150th anniversary, The Royal National College for the Blind (RNC) is teaming up with
Will writing experts who are generously waiving their fee for a suggested donation to RNC
(£150 single / £250 ‘mirror’ straightforward Will).
To make an appointment in Wills Fortnight, please contact one of the experts:
Lucy Willmett, Harrison Clark Rickerby’s, Solicitors
lwillmett@hcrlaw.com 01432 349 677
Alan Hing, Mundy’s, Licensed Conveyancers
ah@mundys.co.uk 01432 265 630
Sevvy Hasan, King Will’s Wills
office@kw-wills.co.uk 01384 883 883
For further information please contact:
RNC Fundraising Team 01432 376 372 fundraising@rnc.ac.uk
RNC Charity No.:1000388

West Mercia Police
There are a number of ways you can help keep your home safe and deter anyone looking to break in or cause
damage. Burglars don't want to be seen or heard out of fear of being caught or identified. Here are some
suggestions as to how you can protect your home and belongings.
By using well-defined boundaries as a basis, CCTV can be a valuable tool. However, it doesn’t prevent a crime
from being committed and does have limitations. There are a number of systems on the market that link to your
smartphone and will alert you to someone crossing your boundary. When positioning cameras make sure they are
angled that they will obtain good quality facial images - a camera high up may not produce the best image of an
offender making identification difficult.
Consider an accredited burglar alarm system with audible alarm boxes mounted high at the front and rear of your
home. Two visible audible alarm boxes are better than one. Mount them at the front and rear of your home, high
up to resist tampering. There are three types of burglar alarm, varying in capability and cost: · Monitored – Once
triggered, an alarm company or designated key holder can check to ensure it isn't a false alarm. Unmonitored –
This type, once activated, will sound a loud alarm designed to scare off an intruder and alert neighbours but they
are reliant on someone such as a neighbour checking the house. Auto Dialler – This system, once activated, alerts
pre-programmed key holders with either a text or a phone call.
The police will typically respond to a burglar alarm if requested to do so by a monitoring company but are less
likely to respond to an unmonitored alarm.
External Lighting is a good deterrent and is recommended at doors as it makes it safer for you when coming and
going after dark - make sure that trees and plants do not obscure the lighting. Ensure that light pollution doesn’t
annoy your neighbours. Internal lighting - use an automatic plugin time switch to operate a light at pre-set times
when you’re away. Devices are also available that remotely open and close curtains.
If you have any queries or want to discuss these suggestions then get in touch or come and speak to us at one of
our drop in surgeries.
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West Mercia Police
Abandoned buildings and children

We are asking parents to speak to their children and ensure that they are aware of the risks associated with
entering abandoned buildings following a report of young people entering derelict farm buildings locally.
Across the county we are aware of a number buildings that are run-down or awaiting demolition, with
major structural damage and unstable floors and walls. They may have exposed utilities, unguarded
edges, hazardous materials and objects that can fall from a height. These buildings have been boarded up
to prevent trespassers, but some young people have still tried to force entry into the sites and may be
unaware they are putting their lives at risk.
We are working with the local authority and property owners to ensure that buildings are secure however
we are asking that parents sit down with their children and make them aware of the dangers they
potentially place themselves in by entering abandoned buildings and that causing damage to enter or
smashing windows is a criminal offence.
To find out more, why not watch 'Derelict' a video produced by Derbyshire Fire and Rescue Service,
highlighting the dangers and potential consequences of entering derelict building https://youtu.be/-i7guPZdVSw
Recently I have dealt with an incident on our Policing area whereby a lady who had an Apple iPhone was
tracked by an unknown user using an "Air Tag".
This is not something that we have come across before and as you can imagine it was very concerning for
all involved.
We have since found out that the company Apple have developed a device to keep track of your luggage,
keys or any of your items that you wish. It is very similar to "find my iPhone". You would put the little
round device (like a magnet) on to your luggage when you go away and you would be able to keep track
of it on your phone and also find out where it was if your luggage went missing.
This sounds like a really good idea but unfortunately it seems that the air tags are now being used for
criminal activity. Reports are starting to come in (mainly in the US) that the air tags are being used for
stalking. This could be where someone puts an air tag in your car or in your handbag and that user would
then be able to keep track of where you go.
One positive on this is that Apple have had to install a security alert which means that if there is an
unrecognized air tag near you, your iPhone will receive an alert to let you know.
This message is not meant to alarm you but I feel that knowledge is power and the more people that
know about this, the better.
For more information, please see the link from the BBC news below:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-60004257
Kind regards,
PCSO Christina Howard, Hereford Rural North Safer Neighbourhood Team
REMINDER - YOU CAN NOW READ THE MAGAZINE ‘ONLINE’ - if you are unable to
obtain paper copies of the magazine please go to the Group Parish Website to read it. You will
find the magazine under the ‘Newsletter’ section https://withingtongroupparishes.co.uk
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West Mercia Police
Some of you may not know that part of the Highway code is changing from Saturday 29th January.
The changes are as follows:
· Cyclists have priority over cars when cars are turning,
· Pedestrians have priority over cars at junctions,
· Changes to cyclist positioning to ensure better visibility.
To get yourself familiar with the changes please click on the link:
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/highway-code-roundabout-rules-2022b1998511.html

Please take care,
Kind regards
PCSO Christina Howard, Hereford Rural North Safer Neighbourhood Team
West Mercia Police investigating ‘suspicious activity’ that took place near Hereford – CAN YOU
HELP?
West Mercia Police officers in Hereford are investigating a report of potential badger baiting in the
Lower Lyde area of the county.
Suspicious activity was reported to the police, who have since put out a neighbourhood alert.
A spokesperson for West Mercia Police (Hereford Rural North Safer Neighbourhood Team) said:
“We are investigating reports of possible badger baiting on land near Lower Lyde. The incident took
place on Saturday 22nd January at 3.30pm. We are keen to hear from anyone who may have any
information relating to this incident or that may have been in the area around the time of the incident and
heard or seen anything suspicious. We are also keen to hear from anyone who might have seen a dark
coloured pick up truck in the area around the same time. If you have information on this please let us
know using the online ‘Tell Us About’ form on our website www.westmercia.police.uk quoting incident
reference 319 of 22/01/2022. If you aren’t comfortable contacting us directly, you can pass on
information anonymously to the independent charity, Crimestoppers, by calling 0800 555 111or by
visiting their website www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Badger sett disturbance is commonly linked to badger baiting. This is a barbaric activity, involving dogs
such as terriers being sent down a sett to hold the badger while offenders dig out the sett. A badger will
attempt to fight back which often leaves the dogs injured and scarred. The dogs are usually called off the
badger part way through the fight and the badger is then disabled by way of stabbing or a leg broken
using an implement such as a shovel. This apparently gives the dog a better chance in the fight.
The owners and spectators have little or no care for the welfare of dog and often view injuries to the dog
as an irritation and interference of their activity. If a dog dies or its injuries mean that the animal cannot
perform, the owners will simply get another dog and possibly abandon the injured one. Anyone who is
suspected of or has committed such offences of causing a dog to fight badgers or causing unnecessary
suffering will face prosecution under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 and the Animal Welfare Act
2006. “Thank you for your help. It is only by the police and the public working together that we can
prevent and detect crime.”
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Preston Wynne
Hello Everyone,
So here we are looking forward hopefully to an early Spring, bulbs are already putting up shoots
and the drifts of snowdrops are fabulous right now. Trouble is, there was some unseasonable
warmth a few weeks ago, and it seems that a lot of tender growth that was just appearing was
caught by some sudden vicious frosts and some things in the garden now are looking decidedly
unhappy. Well, they are in my garden anyway, hopefully they will recover.
Church News
13th March 9.30 Family Service
27th

“

11.15 H.C.

10th April

9.30 Family Service

24th “

11.15 H.C.

Burns Night Supper This was a great night out with about 70 people enjoying a traditional
Burns Night menu. The haggis was duly piped in, (there’s something really special about a
piper in full Scottish regalia isn’t there, so atmospheric) and addressed by none other than our
own Reverend Paul. After a few attempts to stab the haggis with a rather blunt knife, he
eventually succeeded and delivered the address with much panache and theatre, brilliantly
done. As usual the event was the result of much hard work and team work, grateful thanks to
all who helped in making this popular celebration such a success. A profit of over £450 was
achieved.
Grand Burns Night Draw This was drawn at the supper, netting a profit of £524. This to be
shared equally between the Church and St. Michael’s Hospice. Thanks to all who contributed
either by buying tickets and/or providing prizes.
100 CLUB please note that subs are now due for 2022. Just £10 will mean you have a
number in the draws which take place 3 times a year. First prize £50 Second £25 Third
£12.50. Those who renewed via bank transfer please do so again this year, the bank
details are the same, otherwise please contact Tricia on 820650. New members are more
than welcome.
There will be a Village Event during June to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. More on
that next “News”.
W.I. News The February meeting will be a birthday meal at The Swan, yes I know, food again
(may be some wine involved too, but don’t tell anyone!!)
March is a talk given by our own horticulturist (get us!) Debbie, on Autumn in the garden, and
April will be an Open Evening when there will be fabulous entertainment provided by “Sounds
Familiar”
New members are made very welcome, do come along. Meetings are fun and varied and take
place on the second Wednesday in each month, and guess what, delicious refreshments are
provided by the hostesses for the month.
That’s about it for now,
Love Hilary and Tricia x
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Westhide
News From Westhide
The Christmas celebrations in Westhide were again impacted by Covid. We had another very wet Carols
in the Church yard and our Christmas Eve carol singing, entirely outside saw us all getting soaked!
Poignantly our gathering at Oldbury has gained a special significance. Doris Meredith, having thoroughly
enjoyed our company sadly died on Boxing Day. 96 is a good age but no one had anticipated her sudden
death. Those of us who were there on Christmas Eve are blessed with a very happy memory.
Robert Meredith who had been taken into hospital earlier in December following a stroke passed away on
Saturday 29t h. Simon, our Rector wrote:
Rob will be known and loved by many who read this. Infinitely generous, boundlessly energetic, Rob
was, in every sense of the term, a larger-than-life character. It was impossible, having spoken with
Rob, not to have been changed for the better, for life somehow to seem very much brighter. His zest
for life, and more especially for people, was infectious and our lives are in so many ways diminished
by his passing.
The many hundreds who have been affected by the loss of Rob will all have individual and special
ways of remembering him. His charm, his encouragement, his perennially positive outlook and even
his Damson wine will all live on in our hearts and memories.
But he needs to be remembered also as Robert Meredith of Oldbury Farm, Westhide. Because, at the
centre of all he was, it was this place that defined him. In a shifting, temporary, here today-gonetomorrow world Rob was rooted to the farm and landscape he had known since birth. Rob was the
farm, its animals and its place just as they were him. If you ever needed to hear and feel real passion
for our beautiful countryside and all that it is capable of, you need only to have spent a happy half hour
in Rob’s company.
Like so many I will miss Rob desperately. I will miss those happy Sunday mornings singing hymns at
his side while he abandoned himself to the organ. I will miss listening to him talking about his sheep
and cows and apples. I will forever miss his gentle, charming, heart-warming presence. Rest in peace,
Robert Meredith of Oldbury Farm.
We offer our heartfelt sympathies to all the family as they begin to make sense of the past few weeks.
We are planning a garden party at Upper House on Sunday 5th June as Westhide’ s contribution to the
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. The usual thing, but as I write I think how much Rob enjoyed these events
and who will take his place with Skittles?
Judith
Hereford Probus 3 Club
Are you a retired or semi-retired professional or businessman? If so, join us for an
hours discussion or to hear guest speakers on a wide range of subjects and the
occasional quiz.
Hereford Probus 3 Club meet at the ‘Bunch of Carrots,’ Hampton Bishop every
Wednesday : 10.30am for 11.00am to midday. A warm welcome awaits. For further information please
contact:
Mike Steadman (Membership Secretary). Tel: 01432 880203 email: mike@mikesteadman.plus.com
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Puzzle Page

Contact Names and Telephone Numbers
Byworth Trust Clerk:
Police:
Safer Neighbourhood Team
St. Peters Church:
Rector
Church Warden
Church Warden
Bell Ringing
Village Hall:
Chairman
Booking Secretary
WG Parish Council: Clerk
Chairman
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Whitestone Chapel
Withington Football Club:
Withington Post Office:
Withington Primary School:
Withington Parish Magazine:
Editor

Margaret Soutar
PC Josh Kitchen
Simon Tarlton
Kevin Hewison
Margaret Soutar
Kevin Hewison
Kevin Hewison
Rob Soutar
Sophie Glover
Kevin Hewison
Judith Howe
June Wynter
Ian Porter
Ray Rice

Margaret Thompson
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850448
07773053436
01432 507986
850074
850448
850074
850074
850448
270499
850074
850117
851677
01981 540388
850669
850356
850289
850182

Morris and Dodd
Plumbing, Heating and
Property Maintenance
Gas Boilers & Servicing
Gas Central Heating
Bathrooms
Radiators
Washing Machines
Leaks
Minor Repairs
Property Maintenance

Tel: 07971529399
or
07711477230
marcpmorris@btinternet.com

177084
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COVID – does G O D care ?

What sort of a year have you been having?

Too many people have suffered directly from this pandemic – life threatening symptoms, hospitalization,
isolation, even job losses with all the worries of rent or mortgage repayments, ongoing household bills,
families to feed and on and on it seems to go…
Sadly, there has been the loss of life itself and the resultant grieving of surviving relatives.
Mankind around the world seems to be under attack – no-one is immune. There is hope that mass
vaccination will stem the tide – but what about emerging variants? What about possible side effects from
the vaccines? And what about the next pandemic to arise, which we are told is inevitable?
Where does God come in all this?
Is God powerless to step in and prevent all this suffering? Is He not described in the Bible as a God of
love? This current pandemic is only one ‘small’ tragedy: think of all the wars, riots, ‘natural disasters’,
famines, wild fires, and droughts around this world over just the past 50 years! Life is so uncertain for
billions of people worldwide. Does God even care?
The Good News
Treat yourself to some good news! The Bible has a lot to say about the human condition, suffering and all
the uncertainties of life to which we are subject. [And we are far more fortunate than most others in the
world.] Many people dismiss the Bible without ever having read it – they perhaps base their rejection of it
unwittingly on their upbringing on prevailing attitudes of family, friends and social media.
An English teacher once told his class that they were about to embark on a study of Shakespeare; a
muffled groan went round the class. The teacher then asked: “How many of you have read any
Shakespeare?” Not a single hand was raised. The teacher then bellowed: “How dare you show a dislike of
Shakespeare when you have never even read his work!”
Of course some people who have looked into the Bible still misinterpret the simple truths it teaches.
Do you fall into one of these categories concerning the Bible?

This FREE app. could help!
Get the free Bible Companion app on your phone. For Android in
Google Play https://play.google.com/store/apps/details… and for Apple /
iOS https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bible-companion/id1475914490 .
Bible text of the New European Version [contemporary, modern
English] with audio, deeper commentary on every verse, basic
devotionals on every chapter, audio message on every chapter, youth
message on all chapters, continuous play option for all audio files.
For FREE hard copy Bible (NEV version) along with FREE 300+ pages study manual ‘BIBLE BASICS’
post free – no follow up (unless you ask for it) no hassle.
freebibleliterature@yahoo.com or mobile / SMS 07481122558
Could this be your first step towards a life of certainty and ultimate truth?
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You’ve
nothing
to lose.

DAVID LAWRENCE
~BUILDER~

Elizabeth Byworth Charity
If you are under 25 and live in Withington,
Westhide or Eau Withington and would like
some assistance with purchasing books,
equipment, tools, educational visits,
uniforms, etc. please contact me at the
address below.

Established 1984 ~ Fully Insured
Small Repairs
Complete Renovations
Roofing
Repointing
Bathrooms
Kitchens
Plumbing
Tiling
Electrics
Painting
Decoration
Landscaping

Applications should be made in writing
stating name, age and
approximate cost of items required and sent
to:
Clerk to the Trustees,
Margaret Soutar,
3 Duke Street,

Whatever your property requires

Withington, Hereford,

Tel: 01432 880080

HR1 3QD

Tel: 07702 271 663

or

Firethorn, Churchway, Sutton St Nicholas,
Hereford, HR1 3BD

email: Margaret.soutar@btinternet.com

dglawrencebuilding@outlook.com
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Accounts preparation, self assessment tax
returns, business and personal tax
planning, V.A.T, payroll and bookkeeping
services

Mike Cole fcca
4 The Sheepcote, Monks Orchard, Lumber
Lane, Lugwardine, Hereford HR1 4AG

Tel: (01432) 853125
Email: info@coleaccountants.co.uk
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Proud to be Independent.



Equine - Essentials for horse & rider. Bedding, clothing, boots, rugs & tack.
Feeds - Comprehensive range of large and small animal and poultry feeds.


Pet - Large and small-source it all pet supplies and accessories.


Smallholder - Day to day farming essentials.


Delivery Service Available.

www.mycountrystore.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook

Tel: 01432 345321

orders@mycountrystore.co.uk

Unit 4, Whitestone Business Park, Whitestone, Hereford, HR1 3SE
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THE ALL NEW MULBERRY CAFÉ
AT RADWAY BRIDGE GARDEN CENTRE
Radway Bridge Garden Centre & Country Stores is very excited to have
taken the café back under its wing.
The Contemporary Mulberry café will offer delicious, fresh homemade cooking where
most is made by our in-house chef, 7 days a week.
Freshly prepared breakfasts and lunches, to cakes and scones, everything is made
from scratch using the best of fresh local seasonal produce.


We will specialize in delicious, rustic homemade food cooked well and with a
simplicity that brings out all the natural flavours in fresh seasonal ingredients.



We are going back to our traditional Sunday lunches.



We are having informal talks with tea with Horticultural enthusiasts throughout
the year.



Cookery demonstrations.



Breakfasts and teas are returning with Santa later in the year.



The atmosphere is friendly, relaxed and informal, with free Wi-Fi.



There is no need to book and you will be guaranteed a warm friendly welcome.

We are really looking forward to welcoming you back to our Mulberry Cafe in 2021.
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